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Transition

Update



Transition at Toynbee

Summer Reading Project- Update

- Please ensure any booklets are passed to your child’s tutor or Mrs Nichols in the LRC as soon as possible

- Any projects for the competition are to be handed to Mrs Nicholls in the LRC by Friday 26th September

- Ele Fountain will be visiting pupils on Friday 17th October 



The Curriculum

What is my child learning?

How can I support them with this?



1. What will my child be 

studying in all their 

subjects?

2. What exactly does my child 

need to learn in all their 

subjects?

3. How is my child performing 

in all their subjects?

The Toynbee 

Curriculum









The Toynbee 

Curriculum

Topic Summaries



Outlines where the topic 

fits in a sequence

The Toynbee 

Curriculum

Topic Summaries



Gives an overview of the 

topic, explaining further 

how it fits into the wider 

learning

The Toynbee 

Curriculum

Topic Summaries



Gives an overview of the 

sequence of lessons 

and explains how they fit 

together

The Toynbee 

Curriculum

Topic Summaries



Outlines additional 

information such as the 

number of lessons,  

accompanying 

resources such as 

knowledge maps, how it 

will be assessed, and 

how reading has been 

incorporated into the 

topic

The Toynbee 

Curriculum

Topic Summaries



1. What will my child be 

studying in all their 

subjects?

2. What exactly does my child 

need to learn in all their 

subjects?

3. How is my child performing 

in all their subjects?

The Toynbee 

Curriculum



The Toynbee 

Curriculum

Knowledge Maps



Outlines an overview of 

the topic and what will 

be learnt in an A4 

summary

The Toynbee 

Curriculum

Knowledge Maps



The topic is broken into 

manageable chunks so 

that they can be more 

easily learnt

The Toynbee 

Curriculum

Knowledge Maps



Each section is further 

broken down into 

individual pieces of 

knowledge; ideally 

these are numbered

The Toynbee 

Curriculum

Knowledge Maps



1. What will my child be 

studying in all their 

subjects?

2. What exactly does my child 

need to learn in all their 

subjects?

3. How is my child performing 

in all their subjects?

The Toynbee 

Curriculum



The data reported will be in 

the form of a percentage 

and entirely factual

The Toynbee 

Curriculum

Assessment



The data collected and 

reported will be directly 

linked to an area of the 

curriculum rather than an 

average or best guess of 

future performance 

The Toynbee 

Curriculum

Assessment



Name Au(1) Au(2) Sp(1) Sp(2) Su(1) Su(2)

Pupil X 5 5 5 5 5 5



Name Au(1) Au(2) Sp(1) Sp(2) Su(1) Su(2)

Pupil X 5 5 5 5 5 5

Name
Addition and 

Subtraction

Multiplication 

and Division
Sequencing Place Value Fractions Probability

Pupil X 76% 78% 69% 85% 80% 54%



The data will inform parents 

of areas of strengths and 

weaknesses as reports will 

display all previous 

assessments – this will 

drive more meaningful 

conversations with pupils 

and parents

The Toynbee 

Curriculum

Assessment
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 Parent 

Portal or 

App





Arbor

 Parent 

Portal or 

App





Arbor

 Parent 

Portal or 

App





Communication 

with the school



H
o

m
e

 L
e

a
rn

in
g

Your child’s Home Learning will:

- Play a vital role in developing pupils’ learning 

behaviours, independence and self-discipline

- Support the learning of the curriculum: it will 

build upon what they have been learning in 

lessons

- Support pupils in becoming accustomed with 

the routine

- Be set routinely on a two-week timetable to 

help pupils learn to self-manage their work, 

and help parents to support their child 



Home 

Learning

From 23rd September - English, Maths and 
Science only 

From 21st October - All subjects (this is the 
week before half term) 



Satchel

One



Home 

Learning



Sparx Maths



What is Sparx Maths?

• Sparx Maths Homework is an online learning 
platform that creates personalised maths 
homework for students

• Each week, topics are selected that have been 
taught in class and the Sparx programme builds a 
personalised set of questions to match your child's 
current level of understanding

• In order to build a solid foundation in maths and 
achieve their full potential, pupils must have 100% 
completion of homework each week

• It also gives teachers a detailed insight into class 
and individual understanding



How does Sparx Maths work?

• Your child needs to access the Sparx website via their 
Toynbee Microsoft 365 account.  This links them directly to 
their own Sparx page, without the need for a separate login

• Each week, on Friday, a new homework will appear on their 
Sparx.  This will be linked to the curriculum we are following

• Your child will enter the answers online and receive 
immediate feedback as to correct or incorrect

• A video is attached to each question, so if your child is stuck, 
they can watch the video, take notes, and this will help them 
answer the question



How does Sparx Maths work?

• In Maths, workings and methods are vital.  To 
encourage pupils to still use correct written methods to 
work out their answers, Sparx incorporates ‘Bookwork 
checks’ to the programme

• These checks remind students to write down the 
question and their working, which is really helpful if 
they get stuck as teachers can see where they are going 
wrong

• If your child is still stuck after watching the video 
carefully, they may need to ask their teacher for 
support

• On the Due Date, your child’s class teacher receives 
powerful insights on the class performance as well as 
being able to dig down into each pupil’s personal 
performance



How does Sparx Maths work?
• If your child is completing their homework each week, the 

programme will adapt to their own level and should 
provide the support and challenge needed to help them 
reach their potential

• However, sometimes children will want extra support.  We 
offer a Homework Support Club every Monday in M4 
from 3pm to 4pm 

• This Maths Homework Support Club is manned by maths 
teachers each week

• Your child can attend the whole session to complete 
homework, or use it as a drop-in to ask for help on a 
particular question before heading home



Why Reading Matters More Than Ever

• Reading is the foundation of 
success across all subjects.

• Strong literacy skills improve 
academic performance, boost 
confidence, and open doors to 
future opportunities.

• Yet, we know that encouraging 
regular, meaningful reading at 
home can be a challenge.



What is Sparx Reader?
Sparx Reader is a personalised digital reading platform designed to:

• Offer students age-appropriate books tailored to their reading level

• Embed comprehension questions throughout the text to ensure active 
engagement

• Track progress in real time, giving teachers—and you as parents—clear 
visibility into your child’s reading habit.

• Support pupils in developing strong reading habits



Benefit What It Means for Students

Personalised Reading Books matched to ability level, ensuring 
challenge without frustration.

Built-in Comprehension Checks Promotes active reading and deeper 
understanding.

Vocabulary Support Contextual definitions help build word 
knowledge as they read.

Accessibility Features Dyslexia-friendly fonts, overlays, and 
reading rulers support diverse learners.

Motivation & Rewards
Students earn points and climb 
leaderboards, making reading fun and 
competitive.



How You Can Help

•Encourage your child to 
complete their Sparx 
Reader homework each 
week

•Ask them about the stories 
they’re reading

•Use the weekly email 
updates to stay informed 
and involved.



Sparx Science Year 7 Science Home Learning

➢ Set every Monday & due the following Monday 
(except holidays)
➢ Takes 30 minutes
➢ Questions based on previous learning in class



Sparx will (after 
some use) find 

each pupil’s 
level and give 
questions of 

suitable 
challenge

Level 1 
(low 

demand
)

Level 4 
(high 

demand
)



Stuck? Click ‘I don’t know’

The science 
will be 

explained, and 
a slightly 

easier 
question is 

given

Get the answer 
incorrect? Then 

have another go. 



Want more practice, 
or just can’t get 

enough science?

…independent 
learning provides 

even more science! 



We want Sparx to help your child and not 
be a cause of stress for them.

We hope there is enough in-built support 
to make it accessible for all, but if not, let 

us know and we can set your child a 
reduced demand task. 



Ms Freemantle

Guidance Manager



ROLE OF A GUIDANCE MANAGER

• To coordinate any support that your child might need at some point during 
their 5 years at Toynbee.

• Any concerns regarding your child's emotional wellbeing, or physical or mental 
health

• Issues pertaining to breaktime and lunchtime

• Significant friendship issues that they made need support with

• Any updates to family circumstances that impact on the child



ROLE OF A GUIDANCE MANAGER

My core values as a guidance manager are as follows:

• Respect

• Resilience

• Ambition



GUIDANCE MANAGER MENTORING 

PROGRAMME

We have introduced a Guidance Manager Mentoring Programme this year to help support students in 
various pastoral areas:

- Worries

- Self Esteem

- Anger Management

- Friendships

- Exam Stress

We will carefully consider when these interventions might be helpful and will then communicate with 
parents.



SOCIAL MEDIA

• WhatsApp has recently emerged as a go-to platform for 
creating groups for communication, but it also comes 
with significant risks

• It is very easy for anybody to set up a WhatsApp group, 
call it anything they like and add anybody they like

• You can have up to 1024 people in one group chat 
regardless of if they are one of your contacts or not.

• At school we see disagreements being taken outside 
school and exaggerated over WhatsApp via groups



SOCIAL MEDIA



EXTRA CURRICULAR CLUBS

• Our extra-curricular clubs were added to our newsletter this week

• They are also listed on our TV screens around the school site for students to look at as well as 
being on most tutor room boards

• Please encourage students to come and attend a club as it is a great way to meet new people 
who have similar interests.

• There are a really wide range of clubs including sport and music, and everything from creative 
writing club to Dungeons and Dragons and History club to Robotics.



POSTIVE OPPORTUNITIES

At Toynbee we celebrate the positive 
achievements of our pupils whether that 
be in their academic success, their 
extracurricular talents or their personal 
developments of character. 



POSTIVE OPPORTUNITIES

In addition, I will also be holding some 
specific Year 7 positive opportunities 
throughout the coming months.

Hot Chocolate with 

your GMMeet your 

Guidance Manager



POSTIVE 

OPPORTUNITIES

At the end of the academic year, 
we have a celebration trip to 
Paulton's Park where we take the 
whole year group to enjoy the 
rides with their friends.

More information will be sent out 
about this trip and our criteria for 
attending.



KEY DATES 

• 23rd October – Year 7 Tutor Evening

• 17th June – Year 7 Parent's Evening

• 14th July – Year 7 Celebration Trip to Paulton's Park

INSET DAYS – AUTUMN TERM

• 3rd October

• 24th November



Thank you for listening

This presentation will be uploaded 

to the website for your reference
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