
Year 11
Component 1:
Exam Preparation



Component 1: 
Understanding 

Drama

What is Assessed?

Knowledge and understanding of drama 
and theatre

Study of a set play (Blood Brothers)

Analysis and evaluation of the work of live 
theatre makers (NT Frankenstein)



Component 1: 
Understanding 

Drama

How is it Assessed?

Written Exam Paper (1 hour 45 minutes)

80 Marks

40% of GCSE



Component 1: 
Understanding 

Drama

Exam Paper Sections

 Section A: Multiple Choice (4 marks)

 Section B: Four questions on a given extract from the 
set play (44 marks)

 Section C: One question (from a choice) on the work of 
theatre makers in a single live theatre production (32 

marks)



SECTION A –
Understanding Drama 



Component 1: 
Understanding 

Drama

Section A 
(Knowledge and Understanding of Drama & Theatre)

You will develop knowledge and understanding of the following:

 Characteristics of performance texts and dramatic works – genre, structure, character, 
style, sub-text, mood atmosphere, stage directions, character motivation and interaction

 Social, Cultural and Historical Contexts – Context in which the play is set, the theatrical 
conventions of the period in which the play was created

 How meaning is interpreted – performance conventions, proxemics and relationships, 
design fundamentals, costume, hair, make-up, lighting, sound, vocal and physical skills

 Drama and Theatre Terminology – stage positioning, staging configuration

 Roles and responsibilities of theatre makers and professional practice – Job roles in the 
theatre



SECTION B –
Blood Brothers



Component 1: 
Understanding 

Drama

Section B 
(Blood Brothers)

You will need knowledge and understanding of the following:

 How the play has been interpreted in the production and what the company might be trying to 
communicate

 The skills demonstrated by the performers and how successfully they communicated meaning to the 
audience

 The design skills demonstrated in the production and how meaning was communicated to the 
audience

 Understanding of the plot and characters

 Understanding of the features of the style/genre of the production

 Understanding of the context of the play/production



Question 6.1

This will always be a 
design question

4 Marks

5 minutes to answer



Question 6.1

Set

Costume

Lighting

Sound



Question 6.1
Generally, set and costume are the 

questions asked.

Lighting and Sound occasionally 
come up.

Be aware of being able to discuss 
this!



Justify your choices

Comment on: 
Hair, Make –up, 
accessories, Colour, 
Fabric, What it is 
made from.

Example 6.1 Answer
In this extract the character of Jo would wear a 

knee length, 1950’s style cotton dress with 
capped sleeves, oversized due to her pregnancy. 

It would be cream/beige in colour with a faded 
floral pattern and five white buttons down the 
front and would look slightly dirty. She would 

also wear a dirty beige cardigan with the buttons 
undone as it is not big enough to button up over 
her pregnancy bump. On her feet she has dirty 

looking slippers that look old and worn. Her hair 
would look unkept and a bobbed length. Make 
up would be used to show dark circles around 

her eyes to show how tired she is. 





Justify your choices

Comment on: 
Hair, Make –up, 
accessories, Colour, 
Fabric, What it is 
made from.

Task
6.1 –You are designing a costume for 

Mickey to wear aged 14.
The costume must reflect the context of 

Blood Brothers, set in a working-class 
Liverpudlian community in the 1980’s. 

Describe your design ideas for the 
costume. 
(4 marks) 

(10 minutes prep)
(5 mins answering)



Justify your choices

Comment on: 
Hair, Make –up, 
accessories, Colour, 
Fabric, What it is 
made from.

Task
6.1 –You are designing a costume for 

Mrs Lyons in the 1980’s (near end of play, 
gone mad).

The costume must reflect the context of 
Blood Brothers, set in a Liverpudlian 

community. Describe your design ideas 
for the costume. 

(4 marks) 
(10 mins prep)

(5 mins answering)



Justify your choices

Comment on: 
Hair, Make –up, 
accessories, Colour, 
Fabric, What it is 
made from.

Task
6.1 –You are designing a costume for 

Edward to wear aged 7. 

The costume must reflect the context of 
Blood Brothers, set in a Liverpudlian 

community in the 1970’s. Describe your 
design ideas for the costume. 

(4 marks) 

(10 mins prep)

(5 mins answering)



Question 6.2

This question will be about how 
you would perform a role in 

relation to a given quote.

8 marks

10 minutes to answer



Justify your choices 
– explain in deatil
the skills you would 
use and why. 

Example 6.2 Answer
You are performing the role of Ryan. 

Describe how you would use your vocal and physical skills to perform the 
line below and explain the effects you want to create.

‘Believe me, I had to do it. I had no choice. I was protecting you, 
Meggie. And our sons.’ 

When performing this line for the role of Ryan my voice would sounds 
desperate as I am trying to convince Meggie I had to do what I did. I 

would emphasise ‘no’ and ‘you’ to try to convince Meggie I was doing it 
for her. When I say ‘and our sons’ I would use a softer tone of voice to 

convey the love for my family. When I say ‘believe me’ I would hold my 
hands open in front of me to show that I am being honest and sincere. 

As I say, ‘I was protecting you’, I would take a step forwards and put my 
hands on the top of Meggie’s arms to reassure her. When I say ‘and our 

sons’ I would touch her face with my right hand and look her dead in the 
eyes, to show my love and affection for her and our family. 





• Abbreviate the 
characterisation 
skills in the 
margin and tick 
off as you use 
them. 

Task
6.2 –You are performing the role of Mrs 

Johnstone.
Describe how you would use your vocal and 
physical skills to perform the line below and 

explain the effects you want to create. 
‘I’ll tell someone…I’ll tell the police…I’ll 

bring the police in an’…’
(8 marks) 

(10 minutes prep)
(10 mins answering)



• Abbreviate the 
characterisation 
skills in the 
margin and tick 
off as you use 
them. 

Task
6.2 –You are performing the role of 

Edward.
Describe how you would use your vocal and 
physical skills to perform the line below and 

explain the effects you want to create. 
‘ (after a pause) He’s mad. If I was Mickey I 

would have asked you years ago.’
(8 marks) 

(10 minutes prep)
(10 mins answering)



Characterisation Skills

Facial Expressions

Vocal Expression

Posture/Stance

Gestures

Gait/Movement



Question 6.3

This question will be about how 
you would perform a role in 
relation to a given extract.

12 marks

15 minutes to answer



Justify your choices 
– explain in deatil
the skills you would 
use and why. 

Example 6.3 Answer
To show Mrs Lyons’ shifting emotions in the shaded part of the extract, I would begin the 
section in a light, playful mood, using the performance space to stay close to Edward. For 
example, as she says, “You won’t let Mummy see your girlfriend”, I would position myself just 
beside him, perhaps leaning in slightly and giving him a teasing smile. When she says, “Is she 
beautiful?”, I would take a small, playful step away, almost skipping back to show a childish 
excitement. This helps the audience see the version of Mrs Lyons who still believes she can 
control Edward with affection.
As she opens the locket, I would move closer again and stand directly opposite Edward, 
holding the locket up between us. When the music cue begins and she realises what she is 
looking at, I would freeze for a moment, letting my smile slowly fade and my body stiffen. I 
would then take a small backwards step, creating a sudden gap between myself and Edward. 
This use of space shows the audience that her emotions have turned sharply from joy to 
shock.
When Edward goes to steady her, I would avoid eye contact, turning my face away from him 
to show a mixture of fear and disbelief. I would allow him to touch my arms at first, but as 
soon as she says “Mummy!”, I would jerk my arms away abruptly and step further back. This 
creates a clear physical rejection, highlighting her growing paranoia and her inability to cope 
with change.
On the line “When… when were you photographed with this woman?”, I would move forward 
again—but this time slowly and tensely, closing the distance in a way that feels threatening 
rather than affectionate. My voice would be sharp and trembling, and I would grip the locket 
tightly, almost shaking it towards him. This sudden change in her use of space—from playful 
closeness to frightened distance to aggressive confrontation—shows her increasingly fragile 
emotional state.
Finally, when Edward begins to laugh, I would respond by stepping even closer, invading his 
space, showing how her fear has now turned into desperation. On her final “Edward!”, I 
would project the line loudly and with a strained voice, allowing the audience to see her 
panic and need for control.





• Abbreviate the 
characterisation 
skills in the 
margin and tick 
off as you use 
them. 

Task 1 
6.3 –You are performing the role of 

Edward.
Focus on the shaded part of the extract. 

Explain how you might use the 
performance space and interact with 

actor playing Linda to show the audience 
Edwards feelings. 

(12 marks) 
(15 minutes prep)

(15 mins answering)





• Abbreviate the 
characterisation 
skills in the 
margin and tick 
off as you use 
them. 

Task 2
6.3 –You are performing the role of Mrs 

Johnstone.
Focus on the shaded part of the extract. 

Explain how you might use the 
performance space and interact with actor 
playing Mrs Lyons to show the audience the 

developing tension between the 
characters. 
(12 marks) 

(15 minutes prep)
(15 mins answering)





Question 6.4/6.5

This question will be based on 
the entire given extract.

You can either answer 6.4 –
acting or 6.5 - design.

20 marks

25 minutes to answer



Justify your choices 
– explain in deatil
the skills you would 
use and why. 

Example 6.4 Answer
To interpret Edward in this extract, I would focus on showing his mixture of innocence, politeness and confusion. At this point in the play, he is 

a teenager who still behaves with a childlike honesty, so I would use open body language, a gentle vocal tone, and respectful interactions with 

Mrs Lyons to highlight his good nature.

This extract

When Edward says, “Because I wouldn’t let them have my locket”, I would speak with slight embarrassment, keeping my eyes down and 

shifting my weight awkwardly from foot to foot. This shows he knows the situation sounds childish but still feels strongly about the secret 

linked to the locket.

During the pause before he says “I suppose so… If you want to”, I will hesitate, glancing at Mrs Lyons and then at the floor. This communicates 

his inner conflict: he wants to please his mother but also wants to protect the secret Mickey and Linda trusted him with.

As Mrs Lyons becomes playful and starts teasing him about a girlfriend, I would react with a mixture of irritation and embarrassment. I would 

try to interrupt her gently with “Mummy, can—”, raising my hands slightly to show that I feels uncomfortable with her assumptions.

When she opens the locket and the music plays, I would act with sudden urgency. I would move quickly towards her and hold her by the arms 

to steady her, my voice rising with genuine concern as I say “Mummy… Mummy, what’s wrong?” This shows Edward’s caring nature.

When Mrs Lyons demands “When were you photographed with this woman?”, I would laugh lightly and shake my head with amusement. This 

laugh would not be mocking but innocent, showing that he finds her misunderstanding silly rather than suspicious.

Finally, when he explains that the picture shows Mickey and his mother, I would speak warmly, reminiscing with a soft smile. My tone here 

would show affection for Mickey and a continued naivety about the deeper truth of their connection.

The play as a whole

These acting choices reflect Edward’s character throughout the entire play. Across Blood Brothers, Edward is always presented as polite, 

well-educated, and sheltered. He never fully understands the pressures that Mickey and Mrs Johnstone face, so my performance would 

preserve his wide-eyed innocence.

His openness, even as a teenager, fits with moments earlier in the play—such as when he confidently asks Mickey if they can be friends or when 

he repeats swear words without understanding their impact. Because Edward is consistently trusting and sincere, my gentle vocal tone and 

relaxed posture make sense for the character overall.

Edward also shows strong loyalty to Mickey throughout the play, so my affectionate smile and nostalgic tone when speaking about him 

reinforces this long-established bond.

Finally, Edward’s confusion here echoes his later confusion when Mickey becomes distant in adulthood. Playing him with warmth and honesty 

emphasises that Edward never intends to hurt anyone—he simply doesn’t understand the hidden tensions around him. This allows the

audience to see how tragic misunderstandings grow between the two brothers.





Justify your choices 
– explain in deatil
the skills you would 
use and why. 

Example 6.5 Answer
This Extract
At the start of the extract, I would design the set to look like a well-kept, middle-class living room. The 
furniture would be neat, colour-coordinated and expensive-looking: matching armchairs, polished wooden 
cabinets, and neutral creams and soft greens. This creates a calm, comfortable environment that visually 
represents Edward’s privileged upbringing.
As Edward explains why he was suspended, Mrs Lyons’ mental state becomes unsettled. To reflect this, I would 
incorporate subtle asymmetry in the set: for example, one chair slightly out of place or a photo frame turned 
at an angle. These details foreshadow the emotional disruption that comes later.
The key design effect occurs when Mrs Lyons opens the locket. At this moment, I would use a rotating 
backdrop panel or a sliding wall section that moves slightly out of alignment. This visual “shift” creates a sense 
that the room itself is becoming unstable as Mrs Lyons’ paranoia resurfaces. The movement is small—almost 
unnoticeable—but enough to make the audience feel unsettled.
When Mrs Lyons becomes more aggressive and demands, “When? Tell me, Edward,” I would narrow the 
playing area using two movable flats or screens that glide closer together. This makes the space appear tighter 
and more suffocating, mirroring Mrs Lyons’ emotional collapse and Edward’s growing confusion and fear.
In the final lines, especially when Edward asks, “Are you feeling all right, Mummy?”, I would ensure the set 
feels boxed-in and constricted. The characters would be forced into a small central zone, heightening the sense 
of discomfort and showing how trapped both characters are inside Mrs Lyons’ delusions.
The Play as a Whole
This design approach works well for the wider play because Willy Russell often contrasts the two worlds of the 
characters: the Lyons’ controlled, wealthy household versus the Johnstones’ crowded, chaotic environment. A 
neat, pristine set at the start of the extract reminds the audience of Edward’s advantaged background.
However, the subtle distortions in the set also connect to the play’s recurring themes of fate, superstition, and 
psychological pressure. Mrs Lyons loses control multiple times throughout the play—when she attacks Mrs 
Johnstone with a knife, when she screams at Edward about going near Mickey, and again in this extract. Using 
the set to gradually “break down” visually mirrors her mental breakdown across the story.
The tightening of the space is also appropriate for the final scenes of the play, where characters find 
themselves trapped by circumstances: Mickey trapped by unemployment and depression; Edward trapped by 
the truth he never knew; and both brothers ultimately trapped by the secret kept from them since birth. My 
set design reinforces that sense of suffocation and inevitability throughout the production.



• Abbreviate the 
characterisation 
skills in the 
margin and tick 
off as you use 
them. 

Task 6.4
6.4 –You are performing the role of 

Linda.

Describe how you would use your 
acting skills to interpret Linda’s 

character.

Explain why your ideas are 
appropriate for:

 This extract

 The performance of your role in 
the play as a whole. 

(20 marks) 

(20 minutes prep)

(25 mins answering)

Task 6.5
6.5 – You are a designer working on 

one aspect of design for this extract.

Describe how you would use your 
design skills to create effects which 

support the action.

Explain why your ideas are 
appropriate for:

 This extract

 Your chosen design skill in the play 
as a whole. 

(20 marks) 

(20 minutes prep)

(25 mins answering)





SECTION C – 
National Theatres 
Frankenstein



Component 1: 
Understanding 

Drama

Section C 
(NT Frankenstein)

 Developing knowledge and understanding of the characters 
and concept of the whole play

 Exploring ideas of how the play may be interpreted 
practically



Year 11 GCSE DRAMA
 Section C:

 Live  / Digital Theatre 
Review

 “NT Frankenstein”



Writing your 
answer

Section C: Live/Digital 
Theatre Review

 This question is based 
upon the live/digital 
performance – ‘NT 

Frankenstein’.
 32 marks

 40 minutes



Break down of 
32 marks 

12 marks for Description Skills

20 marks for Analysis and 
Evaluation skills



INTRODUCTION & 
STRUCTURE



How to 
develop your 
introduction

Introduction

The intro must include the following 
information:

 1.The TITLE of the play you saw

 2.The VENUE (we watched it online)

 3.The DATE of when you saw it (month and 
year)



How to develop 
your

introduction

Develop your introduction to 
include:

1. A brief summary of the plot

2. A sentence that links back to the question 
focus – Dependent on which question you are 

answering!



Example  
Technical 
Question

I saw “Groan Ups” at the Mayflower Theatre in 
Southampton, in March 2022.

The play is about a group of friends and depicts 
their lives during their school years until the 
reach adulthood. In this play the set created a 
memorable experience for the audience.

TITLE

DATE

LOCATION

BRIEF 
SUMMARY 

OF PLOT SENTENCE THAT 
LINKS TO THE 

QUESTION



Key 
Information

Section C
Period/Era – Industrial Revolution/Invention of 

electricity 1700’s

 Johnny Lee Miller playing The Creature

Benedict Cumberbatch playing Victor 
Frankenstein

Watched online digitally in March 2026

End scene takes place on Mont Blanc

 Frankenstein's home is in Geneva



Task 1: 
Choose one of the 

technical questions 
to answer. 

1. Write your own introduction for 
‘Frankenstein’. 

 The intro must include the following information:

 1.The TITLE of the play you saw

 2.The VENUE (we watched it online)

 3.The DATE of when you saw it (month and year)

2. Develop your introduction to include:

1. A brief summary of the plot

2. A sentence that links back to the question focus



Task 2: 
 Follow this 

structure to help 
you write the rest 

of your answer.





KEYS TO 
SUCCESS



TECHNICAL 
QUESTIONS



Paragraphs, 2, 
3 and 4 of your 
essay need to 
follow this 
structure:

Set Example Answer



Technical 
Questions

LIVE/DIGITAL THEATRE REVIEW TECHNICAL QUESTIONS: (CHOOSE ONE)

Question 1: Describe how LIGHTING was used to create mood and/or atmosphere I the production. 
analyse and evaluate how successful the lighting was in helping to create mood and/or atmosphere for 
the audience.

You could make reference to:
• colour and intensity
• Angle and focus
• Any special effects
• A scene or section and/or the production as a whole

(32 marks)

Question 2: Describe how the SET was used to create a memorable experience for the audience. 
Analyse and evaluate how successful the set was in creating a memorable experience for the audience.

You could make reference to:
• Materials and equipment
• Space, scale, levels, colour
• A scene or section and/or the production as a whole

(32 marks)



Technical 
Questions

Question 3: Describe how SOUND was used to support the action in the production. 
Analyse and evaluate how successful the sound was in helping to communicate the action of the 
production to the audience.

You could make reference to:
• Types of sound
• Use of sound effects
• Volume, amplification and direction

(32 marks)

Question 4: Describe how the COSTUMES (hair and make-up, if appropriate) were used to 
help create a sense of period and/or location in the production. Analyse and evaluate how 
successful the costumes were in helping to communicate the period and/or location of the 
production to the audience.

You could make reference to:
• Fabric, texture, shape and fit
• Colour and style
• Acessories

(32 marks)



ACTING 
QUESTIONS



Example
Introduction

I saw “The Woman in Black” at the King’s 
Theatre in Portsmouth, on 10th February 2020.

The play is about a man called Arthur Kipps, who 
is retelling the story about what happened to 
him when he was haunted by a ghost, whilst 
completing his work as a young lawyer. In this 
play, the actors successfully portrayed their 
roles to the audience.

TITLE LOCATION

BRIEF 
SUMMARY 

OF PLOT SENTENCE THAT 
LINKS TO THE 

QUESTION



Answer 
Structure

Recap



Example 
Acting Answer





LIVE/DIGITAL THEATRE REVIEW ACTING QUESTION:

Question 1: Describe how one or more actors use their vocal and physical skills to create one or more 
memorable character(s) in the production for the audience.

Analyse and evaluate how successful they were in creating one or more memorable character(s) for the 
audience.

You could make reference to:
• Vocal skills, for example pitch, pace and tone of voice
• Physical skills, for example body language and facial expression
• A scene or section and/or the production as a whole

(32 marks)

Question 2: Describe how one or more actors use their vocal  or physical skills in a particular scene or 
section to show their characters emotions.

Analyse and evaluate how successful they were in communicating their characters emotions to the 
audience.

You could refer to:
• Vocal skills, for example pitch, pace and tone of voice
• Physical skills, for example body language and facial expression
• A scene or section and/or the production as a whole

(32 marks)

Acting 
Questions
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