
LIVING IN THE  WIDER WORLD  

KEY WORDS
Canvassing Persuading others to vote for you 
Constituency The area represented by an MP 
Constituents The people in a constituency that 
an MP represents 
General election An election for a new 
government 
Prime Minister Leader of government 
(majority party) Opposition Political parties 
that are not in power 
Act of Parliament Law passed by government 
Freedom of speech Human Right allowing for 
people to state their opinion Freedom of 
thought Human Right allowing for people to be 
free to think what they like Human Right Things 
that all humans should legally or morally have.

Parliament is made up of three parts: the House of 

Commons, the House of Lords and the king or queen –

known as the Monarch.

The House of Commons is made up of Members of#
Parliament (MPs). MPs are elected to represent 

our views in the House of Commons.

In the House of Lords, members are appointed 
from inside and outside of Parliament, based on 

their special experience and knowledge, to 
check and challenge the work of the 

Government. 

The role of the Monarch is mainly ceremonial these 
days.

The Monarch meets the Prime Minister once a week to 
hear what’s going on in Parliament, signs new laws 

(gives Royal Assent) and attends the State Opening of 
Parliament.
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