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A transparent object that distorts light. Used to mean the distortion from a certain viewpoint. Following rules and instructions, obeying without resistance

A British company granted trade rights with India.  It became the world’s largest company. To do with how politics and power is influenced by geographical factors and locations

To do with ideas, and beliefs. A thousand billion

To do with money and trade. A period of time where food is in short supply, and people do not have enough to live

To do with land under your control. To send goods abroad, rather than using them at home

The southern tip of Africa – Cape Agulhas – in what is now the country of South Africa

Take advantage of for your own benefit The right to act largely as an independent country, while remaining part of the British Empire

Given a job by someone to produce something, e.g. a piece of art or a building.

To do with empire.  Imperial is the adjective for anything to do with empire. A topic on which people often have different views which they feel strongly about

A territory which belongs to a country or colony but is locally governed. An agreement between two or more nations or groups, often relating to peace or trade

The region of Asia, including India, Pakistan, Bangladesh and Nepal. The measure of your east-west position on the earth

To do with Punjab, e.g. the people, language or culture. A view held by a person, sometimes depending on their status or position

A holy city for Sikhs, located in Punjab.  Home to the Golden Temple and Jallianwala Bagh. From the time, e.g. someone writing at the time of empire would be a contemporary writer

A Punjabi word for a park, or garden.  Jallianwala Bagh was a resting spot for pilgrims. What people think about a topic

A punishment for criminals which involved sending them to Australia for forced labour. The way that a story is told – the narrative is often the dominant view about a topic

A settlement for prisoners, used to isolate them from the general population. A form of government where the people choose their leaders and have an important role

A person native to Australia or Tasmania.  Aboriginal culture was tribal and nomadic. Moved further apart from each other.  Polarised views will be very different to each other

The belief that an action was planned from the beginning, e.g. a genocide.

The belief that an action was shaped by events and circumstances, instead of planning. Money paid from one country to another to compensate them for damage done

British queen and Empress of India.  

Queen for 63 years at the height of 

the empire’s power and influence

Ruled over the last days of the British 

Empire and oversaw independence 

and transition to the Commonwealth

Poet and author born to a British 

family in India.  A zealous defender 

of empire as a force for good

British Prime Minister during World 

War II, also held positions as Minister 

for War, and Minister for the Colonies

East India Company figure who was 

Britain’s first Governor-General in 

Bengal, establishing British rule.

East India Company military leader 

whose victory at the Battle of Plassey 

established British control of Bengal

British Brigadier-General who gave 

orders to fire on the crowd in Amritsar 

– the Jallianwala Bagh massacre

British Solicitor-General in Tasmania, 

responsible for establishing martial law 

leading to the Tasmanian genocide

British governor of Hong Kong, whose 

progressive, tolerant style saw him 

named ‘Number One Good Friend’

Anglo-Irish antiquities collector, whose 

collection formed the basis of the 

Natural History and British Museums.

Trader of enslaved people who has 

become the focus of the movement 

to remove statues linked to slavery



The British Empire included colonies such as Australia. Canada, India, the Caribbean and much of Africa, from ‘Cape to Cairo’.  Often, 
these territories were gained through a mixture of military might, and economic influence.  This led to increased political control, initially 
through organisations such as the East India Company, and then directly by the British government.  The East India Company, and others 
fulfilling similar functions elsewhere in the world, transferred huge quantities of wealth and resources from the colonies to Britain.  British 
control also had other consequences for these colonies, such as the genocide during the ‘Black War’  in Tasmania.

The question of when the British Empire began is surprisingly complex, and depends upon the prism, or lens, you choose to view the 
question through.  Possible options include the ideological argument, based upon when the initial intent to expand became clear; the 
economic argument, based on the increased control of resources, and the territorial argument, when major gains of land began to be 
made.

The British Empire was hugely varied and diverse, which makes it very hard to arrive at clear judgements about its moral role.  Experiences 
in places like Ireland, Rhodesia, India and Canada were very different, due to factors like resources, race, geopolitics and compliance.  
People have very different opinions about the legacy of the empire, both positive and negative, and influenced by factors including 
current events, and the perspective from which they look at the empire.
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