Commedia
Dell’ Arte

Slapstick

The Harlequin-like character Arlecchino literally used
a stick to whack others in a performance.

The slapstick was merely a paddle — two sticks tied
together at one end designed to make a loud noise.
Eventually the name stuck, but the stick disappeared,
so today we rarely see the slapstick itself.

Instead, modern slapstick asks for tripping on banana
peels, accidentally walking into unseen objects and
banging heads together. It is often a violent form of
comedy, with the violence being an integral factor in
its success.

Key Features of Commedia Dell’ Arte

Acting Style: Exaggerated (non-naturalistic)
Use of physical comedy that is exaggerated,

with clumsy actions and reactions.

Commedia Dell’ Arte means ‘The
Art of Comedy’.

Tier 2 Vocabulary

Conventions/Key Features
Organisation
Assessment
Collaboration
Participation

Tier 3 Vocabulary

Facial Expressions
Stance
Gestures
Stock Characters
Body Language
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Stock Characters

Arlecchino
Pantalone
Columbina
Il Capitano

Il Dottore

Ha!

Glee

Putting on a happy face
Harlequin’s Listening
Stance

Invisibility Lazzo




