In this topic, you are required to study the design, function and importance of temples in Greece and Rome. You will also have to examine the various religious
Is that existed in the Greek and Roman world and their roles andrespons|

tes. Finally, we will examine the importance of animal sacrifices to those who
conducted them. We will he looking at four case studies: the Parthenon and Temple of Zeus in Greece, and the Pantheon and Temple of Portunus in Rome.
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QRS I= alwly arca ki achry ey ievm Hist comialned A Teimnlo and el altag twa Coil |l||e Parthenon is arguably the most famous temple in the world, certainly Greece.
The sanctuary was usually separated from the rest of the city by a wall. - et el N
The Sanctuary : g It sits on the Acropolis in Athens and was commissioned by Pericles and was
Sometimes the sanctuary would have temples to more than one god, it did not built between 447-432BC. Its chief architect and designer was Phidias,
have to be specific to one god or goddess. " .
B e e IR The temple was dedicated to the goddess Athiena and was huilt to honour her.
The Function of a| of that god. Essentially, the temple was the building that was the god's place on d =
) 1 = The sanctuary had several buildings and sculptures that focused on Athena and
GreekTemple | earth when they left Mount Olympus. Importantly, only priests were allowed in e included a huge statue to Athena Promachos { "Aziena it goes inlo batile’)
the temple - the majority of the population never set foot in the temple. 8 .
5
Temples come in many shapes and sizes but all were rectangular in shape. The :; The Parthenon is huge in size, measuring 69.5 metres in length and 30.9 metres
The Temple temple was usually orientated from east to west (to follow the sun). Most s wide. Itis orientated east to west like many temples, but it has a unique feature
Building temples followed a similar design and included a plinth, steps, a colonnade, a in that it has a double colonnade. Its pediments depict the stories of Athena's
cella, and an opisthodomos. battle with Poseidon for Athens, and her hirth.
This was the most important part of the sanctuary for the populace was the altar. Interestingly, it is not the main temple on the Acropolis to worship Athena. It
The Altar The altar could existin its own right and without a temple. The aitar was where became not just amonument to Athena but also to Athens itself. It would house
sacrifices and offerings to the gods took place. the city's treasury.
The Greeks had two types of priest: Hierus (Priest) and a Hiereia (Priestess). The Temple of Zeus was located within the sanctuary at Olympia called the Altis.
Priests Their name meant ane wiho sacrifices fo a god. Usually gods were attented by The temple was huilt around 472BC, but the Olympic Games had been held since
priests, goddesses by priestesses. Their main johs were to make sure that the TIGBC at the site and there has been an altar to Zeus at the site since that time
correct ritual was carried out at the correct time. » which shows the importance of the altar over the temple.
g
In order to honour the gods, the Greeks would give them offerings. This could S
sacrifice include gifts of money, dedications of song, or spoils of war. The main offering ] The Temple of Zeus was 64.1metres in length and 27.7 metres wide. It was builtin
was a hlood sacrifice that included several stages hefore it was correctly E the traditional rectangular shape and was orientated east to west.
completed: the preparation, the kill, and sharing of the sacrifice. K
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LIPS N ol 10 A3 T RO ORBIC WoTo (BCATAIRE GG NSNS ART TieZ eI = The eastern pediment shows the myth of Oinamaos and Pelops, and the western
design of the pediments and friezes were usually associated to the city it was in
Temple . pediment depicts the mythical battle between the Centaurs and Lapiths called
Decoration | , OF /1o 90 the temple was dedicated to. The edimonts were at the end of a the Centauromachy. This latter myth is supposed to representthe victory of
temple, and the frieze was a continuous strip of sculptured stone or marble that " ehilisation over harbarism
ran around the whole temple. .

The sanctuary was a holy areana city or tovn that contained a tempie and an The Pantheon is probably the most famous of all Roman temples. It Stands in the
altar to a god. Similarly to the Greeks, the sanctuary was usually separated from 1 LHHE
The Sanctuary [ o o the city by a wall and could also have many temples in it dedicated 1o ancient Roman Campus Martius { Zg/d of Mars™),and area where the army met
many dileront yods. before campaigns and where all elections took place.
The Function ofa| SiMIarly to the Greeks, the function efa lemple was to provide a place for the Itwas commissioned By Emperor Hadrian in 125AD, and it is believed it was
RomanTemple | 901110 be residentin when were on earth. Unlike the Greeks though, Roman g dedicated to all gous. It is built out of marble, brick and concrete
priests were not appointed to a specific temple. e ; > :
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™ Roman m"“'“’? ere based ona mix of Etruscan Z!"ﬂ Greek §M|ng, a'.“' usually 2 Itis significant as itis one of the hest preserved ancient Roman buildings. It also
e Temple rectangular in design. However, there were major exceptions to this, most . A el
LT L : . = has two unique features. Unlike other temples, it is a rotunda and at the top of the
Building notably the Pantheon in Rome. Roman temples were built on a podium so you Circatar lomplo It an ocalus. This IS an opoaing al the lop of the dems,
could only enter through the front of the temple. . g
T}'l'lse"::;mm:i‘;l':l"l:’:“;“w::‘I::I:';::‘u‘:;';:’l";f;;:‘l::"}'l:":‘::fa‘:‘:"agm::‘: ‘The internal decoration in the temple has heen updated through time but the
The Alter sacrifices amd ofiorings e the pods tsek piace. Tho sac:Hicos mes fhe mest circular plan shows that there Wasi:“llllll:;l ‘t::rl I:;ntﬂmral statues of gous to he placed
communal part of any worship and could involve the whole city. g
WSNIRR ricsts MNTered re atly frof Wielr,Gr ek enshilcit=yihe pricsts rele This temple is dedicated to Portunus, the god of harbours. It was constructed
was to uphold the state religion by making sure all gos were at peace [" Pax !
PrIeSIS | pesrunr). There were three tynes of priests in Rome: the pontifices, the Augurs, - O TR ""'““ﬁ:’::;::lﬂ':fa‘::':l:::ﬁh:‘““ CIArETET e
and the Vestals. E :
=
The Vestal Virgins were a college of SIX priestesses who represented the only s
maior female priesthood in Rome. As their name suggests they were priestesses = T ardod ax oaa'ot he Destauisiing sl pios of & Rossan Templaanil
TheVestal | of the goddess Vesta, the goddess of the hearth and home. The Vestal Virgins s remains relatively intact. It is amixture of Etruscan influence (podium and steps)
Virgins was animportant and respected role, and they lived in the House of Uestals 2 and Greek influence (porch and colonnatle)
which was located inthe Roman Forum, the centre of social and political activity g ]
in Rome. &
The Romans followed the same general procedures as Greek sacrifices, with e
- blood sacrifices being the most common. The sacrifice had three stages: the L The altar atthe temple no longer exists. However, like Greek temples, it stood at
Sacrifice preparation, the kill, and the sharing of the sacrifice. One difference thoughis the foot of the temple steps and all worship would have taken place at the altar.
that in Rome, a haruspex specialised in reading the entrails of the sacrificed
animals.



