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Level of response marking instructions

Level of response mark schemes are broken down into levels, each of which has a descriptor. The
descriptor for the level shows the average performance for the level. There are marks in each level.

Before you apply the mark scheme to a student’s answer read through the answer and annotate it (as
instructed) to show the qualities that are being looked for. You can then apply the mark scheme.

Step 1 Determine a level

Start at the lowest level of the mark scheme and use it as a ladder to see whether the answer meets the
descriptor for that level. The descriptor for the level indicates the different qualities that might be seen in
the student’s answer for that level. If it meets the lowest level then go to the next one and decide if it
meets this level, and so on, until you have a match between the level descriptor and the answer. With
practice and familiarity you will find that for better answers you will be able to quickly skip through the
lower levels of the mark scheme.

When assigning a level you should look at the overall quality of the answer and not look to pick holes in
small and specific parts of the answer where the student has not performed quite as well as the rest. If
the answer covers different aspects of different levels of the mark scheme you should use a best fit
approach for defining the level and then use the variability of the response to help decide the mark within
the level, ie if the response is predominantly Level 3 with a small amount of Level 4 material it would be
placed in Level 3 but be awarded a mark near the top of the level because of the Level 4 content.

Step 2 Determine a mark

Once you have assigned a level you need to decide on the mark. The descriptors on how to allocate
marks can help with this. The exemplar materials used during standardisation will help. There will be an
answer in the standardising materials which will correspond with each level of the mark scheme. This
answer will have been awarded a mark by the Lead Examiner. You can compare the student’s answer
with the example to determine if it is the same standard, better or worse than the example. You can then
use this to allocate a mark for the answer based on the Lead Examiner’s mark on the example.

You may well need to read back through the answer as you apply the mark scheme to clarify points and
assure yourself that the level and the mark are appropriate.

Indicative content in the mark scheme is provided as a guide for examiners. It is not intended to be
exhaustive and you must credit other valid points. Students do not have to cover all of the points
mentioned in the Indicative content to reach the highest level of the mark scheme.

All questions can be answered using the defined content (vocabulary and grammar) for each tier,
with equal credit given for language used that is beyond the defined content but that fulfils the
task requirements.

No student should be disadvantaged on the basis of their gender identity and/or how they refer to the
gender identity of others in their exam responses. For the productive skills of Speaking and Writing,
students’ preferred ways of referring to themselves and others through the use of pronouns, gendered
language and grammatical agreements will be credited by examiners, regardless of whether such usage
has been adopted by official language bodies in the target language-speaking countries.
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Foundation tier

Marks will be allocated in the following way at Foundation tier:

AO2 AO3 Total

Section A

Question 1 10 10
Question 2 5 5 10
Question 3 5
Question 4 10 10
Section B

Question 5 10 5 15
Total 25 25 50

In all questions, vocabulary and grammar which are not on the defined list will be given equal
credit to items which are on it.

Section A

Question 01

For this question, students are required to write five sentences to describe the photo. Each sentence is
marked separately and is worth a maximum of 2 marks, according to the following criteria. The whole
sentence should be considered when awarding the mark. The maximum mark for Question 1 is 10.

Mark AO2
2 The relevant message is clearly communicated.
1 The message is relevant but has some ambiguity and causes a delay in communication.
0 The message is irrelevant or cannot be understood.
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The grid below provides examples of short sentences that could be produced. Any combination of
appropriate sentences is acceptable.

2 marks 1 mark 0 marks

Hay/Veo (a) ocho/8 personas ocho/8 personas ocho (alone)

Hay/Veo (a) unos/unas Inappropriate verb + number of
chicos/chicas people, eg soy ocho personas
Any person of the verb estar + en | (estar en) un/el campo/parque (alone)

un/el campo/el parque campo/el parque

Inappropriate verb +
campo/parque, eg

01
Tomo campo/parque
Hace buen tiempo es sol es tiempo
Any person of the verb llevar + (llevar) camiseta Inappropriate verb + noun,
(una) camiseta amarilla eg estoy una camiseta
Any person of the verb tomar + tomar (una) foto/selfie (alone)
(una) foto/selfie foto/selfie

Students may use the same grammatical structure for each sentence if they wish.

Statements must refer to what is in the photo and cannot refer to what is not in it. ‘| like the photo’ and
similar opinions about the photo, without mentioning what is in it, will score 0. However, if the sentence
reads, for example, ‘I like the photo because it is sunny’, it will score 2 marks.

If the sentence could possibly be true or is very broadly relevant, accept it. For instance, it is acceptable
if the student writes ‘The car is green’, even though the photo is in black and white. However, if the
sentence is clearly false, it receives a mark of 0. For example, ‘There is a fish’, when there clearly isn’t
one.

It is acceptable to write a figure (eg ‘There are 2 people’) rather than a word. This is true of all questions
at both Foundation and Higher tiers.

The aim of this question is for students to write in the present tense, but other tenses are also
acceptable.
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For 2 marks

The response must be in the form of a sentence, using an appropriate conjugated verb. The same
verb/grammatical structure may be repeated in more than one sentence, eg hay plus different
nouns.

Any sentence that is broadly relevant to the photo is given 2 marks. For example, imagine that the
photo is of a man in a café. The student writes, in the target language: It's a man. He’s old (even if to
your eyes he may not be — ‘old’ to a 16-year old may be different from your perception of ‘old’). He's
a father (even if this is not apparent from the photo, it could potentially be true). He’s a teacher
(again this potentially could be true). Each of these sentences would be awarded 2 marks.

The first person and second person of the verb is acceptable, for example: ‘I am/we are/you are
playing tennis’.

There may be linguistic errors, but the message must be communicated without ambiguity.

For 1 mark

The use of an infinitive in an otherwise appropriate response.

Language error(s) causing ambiguity or a delay in communication, for example: ‘They are eating
coffee’.

A delay in communication because the response is too long, where one part communicates well but
another part does not, for example: ‘There is a family and they are a park’.

For 0 marks

The message makes no sense.
An inappropriate verb is used, for example ‘I would like a house’.
A single word which is not a conjugated verb.
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Question 02

For this question there are five compulsory bullet points, which are assessed for AO2 (5 marks) and AO3

(5 marks), as specified in the criteria below. The maximum mark for Question 2 is 10. The student is
expected to produce approximately 50 words over the whole question. The number of words is
approximate and you must mark all work produced by the student, even if it is well beyond the
suggested number of words.

Level | Mark | AO2
5 5 ¢ All five bullet points are covered.
e Communication is clear.
e At least four bullet points are covered.
4 4 . , . ,
e Communication is mostly clear. There are occasional lapses in clarity.
3 3 e At least three bullet points are covered.
e Communication is generally clear. There are several lapses in clarity.
2 5 o Atleast two bullet points are covered.
¢ Communication is sometimes clear. There are regular lapses in clarity.
o Atleast one bullet point is covered.
1 1 o . ,
¢ Communication is often not clear. There are many lapses in clarity.
0 0 The content does not meet the standard required for a mark at this tier.
Notes

All bullet points are compulsory and must be covered, but there is no need for equal coverage of the
bullet points.

When awarding a mark, all aspects of the descriptors must be considered and not only the number
of bullet points covered.

Guidance for examiners

The student’s response must be relevant to the bullet points. Any information which cannot be
deemed relevant must be ignored when awarding a mark for AO2.

The information that the student gives must be clear. If what is written is unclear, this will have a
bearing on the mark for AO2. For example, the student may convey information in relation to all five
bullet points, but lapses in clarity may mean that a lower mark than 5 is more appropriate. The more
lapses in clarity that there are, the lower the mark is likely to be. All of the information that a student
attempts to give in relation to a particular bullet point may be unintelligible, in which case that bullet
point will not have been covered, meaning that a mark of 5 will be impossible, as the response will
not display full coverage of the required information.

There is no requirement in this question for the student to refer to events in the past or future, so
using the present tense only will enable coverage of the bullet points. However, the bullet points
tend to be general and so references to the past or to the future are acceptable. For example, if the
bullet point says ‘Holidays’, the student may choose to write about a past or future holiday.
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There is no requirement for students to present their piece of writing in a particular way because of
the context, eg a blog or email does not need to look like a blog or email. It is the content which is to
be marked.

Level | Mark AO3

e There is a variety of vocabulary and grammatical structures.

S S e There may be some errors, but these are minor.

4 4 There is some variety of vocabulary and grammatical structures.
e There are frequent minor errors but with an occasional major error.

3 3 e There is some attempt at a variety of vocabulary and grammatical structures.
e There are frequent minor errors, together with some major errors.

2 2 e There is use of limited or repetitive vocabulary and grammatical structures.

e There are frequent minor errors and a number of major errors.

e There is little awareness of appropriate vocabulary and grammatical
1 1 structures.
e There are errors in the vast majority of sentences.

0 0 The language does not meet the standard required for Level 1 at this tier.

Notes

A mark of zero for AO2 automatically results in a mark of zero for AO3, but, apart from that, the AO2
mark does not limit the mark for AO3.

A major error is one which adversely affects communication.
A minor error is one which does not affect communication.

Guidance for examiners

The whole of the response must be assessed when awarding the mark for AO3, even if some of it is
irrelevant to the bullet points. There are no dependencies between the two sets of criteria.

Once you have decided on the mark for AO2, you should read through the response once more and
decide on the mark for AO3. Each level has two strands: variety of vocabulary and structures and
accuracy of the language. Sometimes it will be necessary to adopt a ‘best fit’ approach, because the
two strands will not be consistently demonstrated. So, for example, the writing may be very
accurate, but the vocabulary and structures are so repetitive that a mark of 3 is more appropriate
than a mark of 4 or 5.

This mark is not limited by the mark for AO2, unless the mark for AO2 is 0, in which case the mark
for AO3 must also be 0.

However, sometimes a student may only attempt one or two of the bullets in a very short piece of
writing or they may answer all of them very briefly, using four or five words. Even if this writing is
totally accurate with appropriate vocabulary and structures, a high mark for AO3 would be
improbable because of the lack of linguistic variety.

Variety of language will be shown through, for example, different adjectives; different persons of the
verb; some variety in the nouns and verbs used.

In this question, you are looking for a variety of language and not complexity.




MARK SCHEME — GCSE SPANISH — 8692/WF — SAMPLE ASSESSMENT MATERIAL SET 2

Glossary

The following glossary provides some guidance on terms used within the descriptors.

Lapse in clarity

Use of language that causes a delay in communication. For example:
Mi escola es grande.

Me gusta el fatbol. Es aburrido.

Por Ia noche tomo mi desayuno a las doce.

Major error

An error which adversely affects communication.
Some examples are:

Incorrect verb forms.

Incorrect use of pronoun.

Examples of major errors:

Te gusta el deporte for Me gusta el deporte.
Ayer como un bocadillo.

Minor error

An error which does not affect communication.

Some examples are:

Incorrect but close to correct spellings.

Incorrect genders and errors of agreement.

Incorrect or missing accents unless these alter the meaning.
Examples of minor errors:

Mi colegio es pequena.

Mis proffesores son interesante.

Variety of language

Some examples:

Different ways of expressing opinions — me gusta/me encanta/prefiero,
es estupendo/genial/excelente.

Use of intensifiers.

Different persons of the verb.

Several successful examples of this would be considered as ‘a variety’.
A few successful examples of this would be considered to be ‘some
variety’.

A few examples that are not always successful of this would be
considered to be ‘some attempt at variety’. For example: ‘me gusta veo
la tele’.

A mark of zero for AO2 automatically results in a mark of zero for AO3, but, apart from that, the AO2
mark does not limit the mark for AO3. For example:

¢ If a student has only addressed three bullet points but has produced a response that includes a
variety of appropriate vocabulary and grammatical structures with very few errors, a mark of 3+5 is

possible.

¢ |[f a student has clearly addressed all five bullet points but has produced a response that includes
some attempt at a variety of appropriate vocabulary and grammatical structures but with frequent
minor errors and some major errors, a mark of 5+3 is possible.
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Below is some guidance on the specific bullet points included in the question:

Bullet Comments

¢ where you go Accept any place name (including proper nouns).
Accept any tense.

e the journey Accept any method of transport (or walking).
Accept any tense.

e what you do there Accept any activity.
Accept any tense.

e what you eat Accept any comment about food/café/restaurant.
Accept any tense.

¢ why you like it there Accept any positive reason.
Accept any tense.

The following indicative content is an example of the response that students may give to this question. It
would be awarded full marks.

Voy a York, es una ciudad bonita cerca de donde vivo. Prefiero viajar en tren porque es rapido. Me
gusta comprar ropa en las tiendas. Voy al rio también. Hay muchos buenos cafés y tomo un bocadillo
0 una hamburguesa en el centro. Me encanta York porque es muy interesante.

(50 words)
[10 marks]

Question 03

Students are required to complete five sentences by writing the correct word to complete the short
sentence, using their knowledge of grammar. There are three words to choose from for each of the five
sentences. There are 5 marks for AO3.

3.1 fea (1 mark)
3.2 hace (1 mark)
3.3 gustan (1 mark)
34 cémo (1 mark)
3.5 este (1 mark)

The word written by the student must be totally correct, including any accents, for the award of 1 mark.

10
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Question 04

The translation is assessed for AO3 (10 marks) as specified in the criteria below. The maximum mark for
Question 3 is 10. When awarding the marks for Grid One and Grid Two, the student’s response across
all five sentences should be considered as a whole.

When awarding the mark for Grid One out of a maximum of five, the translation is divided into 15
elements as shown in the grid on page 13. A tick will be awarded for each element that is
communicated, despite any minor inaccuracies. The number of ticks out of 15 in column 2 of Grid One
below equates to a mark out of 5 in column 3.

Grid One: Rendering of the original meaning

Level Number | Marks | AO3
of ticks
credited
The meanings of all or nearly all elements of the original language are
5 13-15 5 .
sufficiently rendered.
The meanings of most elements of the original language are
4 10-12 4 .
sufficiently rendered.
3 7.9 3 The meanings of some elements of the original language are
sufficiently rendered.
2 4.6 > The meanings of few elements of the original language are sufficiently
rendered.
1 1-3 , The meanings of very few elements of the original language are
sufficiently rendered.
0 0 0 No elements of the meanings of the original language are conveyed.

Once the mark for Grid One is awarded, a mark out of five is awarded for Grid Two. This mark is based
on the student’s response across all five sentences as a whole.

Grid Two: Knowledge of vocabulary and grammar

Level Marks | AO3
¢ Very good knowledge of the required vocabulary. Few if any inappropriate or
5 5 omitted items.
o Grammar is highly accurate and any errors that occur are only minor.
4 4 ¢ Good knowledge of vocabulary. Some inappropriate or omitted items.
e Grammar is generally accurate with regular minor errors.
3 3 o Satisfactory knowledge of vocabulary. Regular inappropriate or omitted items.
e Grammar is more accurate than inaccurate. Regular major and minor errors.
2 5 ¢ Limited knowledge of vocabulary. Many inappropriate or omitted items.
e Grammar is generally inaccurate. Many major and minor errors.
¢ Very limited knowledge of vocabulary. Few appropriate items.
1 1 e Grammar is highly inaccurate. Major and minor errors in all or almost all
sentences.
0 0 The language produced does not meet the standard required for Level 1 at this
tier.

11
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Notes
e A mark of zero in Grid One automatically results in a mark of zero in Grid Two, but apart from that,

the Rendering of original meaning mark does not limit the mark for Knowledge of vocabulary and
grammar.

e A major error is one which adversely affects communication.
e A minor error is one which does not affect communication.

Guidance for examiners

When deciding on whether an element is conveyed, you should ask yourself the question: ‘Would a
native speaker understand the target language version without reference to the original English? If the
answer is ‘yes’, award a tick.

A major error is an error which adversely affects communication. Some examples are:

e Incorrect verb forms.
¢ Incorrect use of pronouns.

Examples of major errors:

Te gusta el deporte for Me gusta el deporte.
Ayer como un bocadillo.

A minor error is an error which does not affect communication. Some examples are:
¢ Incorrect but close to correct spellings.

e Incorrect genders and errors of agreement.

e Incorrect or missing accents unless these alter the meaning.

Examples of minor errors:

Mi colegio es pequena.
Mis proffesores son interesante.

12
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Element of .
.. ... Alternative acceptable .
original Indicative content . Reject
renderings

language
1 | llive Vivo
2 | in a house. en una casa.
3 | | prefer Prefiero Me gusta mas Me gusta
4 | to drink beber tomar
5 | cold milk. leche fria.
6 | Normally, Normalmente, De costumbre, generalmente,

usualmente

7 | 1 get on well (me) llevo bien (me) relaciono bien /

me entiendo (bien)
bueno for bien

tengo buena(s) relacion
(relaciones)

8 | with my sister. | con mi hermana.

9 | Itis not No es

10 | always easy siempre facil facil siempre

11 | to be famous. ser famoso/a. célebre, (bien) conocido/a.
12 | | went Fui

13 | to the market al mercado

14 | where the food | donde la comida

15 | is cheaper. es mas barata. €S menos cara.

Other reasonable alternative renderings of the original meaning will also be accepted. However, verbs in
the wrong tense and/or person will not be credited/accepted.

Once you have decided on the mark for Grid One, you should read through the translation once more
and decide on the mark out of 5 for Grid Two.

This mark is not limited by the mark for Grid One, unless the mark is zero, in which case the mark for
Grid Two must also be zero.

If a student leaves gaps, you must assume that any attempt would have been highly inaccurate and take
this into account when awarding marks in Grid Two. Not to do so will penalise unfairly those students
who make an attempt but commit serious errors in so doing.

Perfection is not required for full marks. For example, occasional missing accents and minor spelling
errors do not preclude a top band mark. However, if there are numerous minor errors and incorrect use
of accents which change the meaning of a word, this is likely to have an impact on the mark for Grid
Two, Knowledge of vocabulary and grammar.

13
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Exemplification of mark scheme

To exemplify the marking criteria, a range of exemplar student responses has been provided below with
a commentary.

Student 1
\/
Vivo en una casa. J
Prefiero beber fria leche. J
Normalmente me llevo bien con mi hermana.

\/

No es siempre facil ser famoso.
Fui al mercato donde la comida es barata.

Grid One: 14 ticks = 5 marks
Grid Two: 5 marks

Nearly all elements of the original language are rendered — barata has been used instead of mas barata.
Despite fria preceding the noun, the omission of the accent on facil and the misspelling mercato, the
student displays a very good knowledge of vocabulary and the response is highly accurate.

Student 2
v v
Vivo en un casa.
VoA
Prefiere beber leche frio.

\/

De costombre mi lleva con mi hermana.
No es always facil ser famouso.
Fui el mercado donde la commida es no expensivo.

Grid One: 10 ticks = 4 marks
Grid Two: 3 marks

Most elements of the original language are rendered. (Prefiere is the wrong person of the verb; mi lleva
is the wrong pronoun and person of the verb; siempre is not known; el mercado is used rather than al
mercado; es no expensivo is used to render ‘it is cheaper’). The response is not generally accurate given
these issues and: the wrong gender of casa; the lack of agreement on frio; the misspellings of
costumbre, famoso and comida; missing accents on frio and facil. However, overall, the piece is more
accurate than inaccurate.

14
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Student 3
\
Vivo en una cassa.
Prefeiro beber cold leche.
estar bueno con mis hermana.
No es always facile es
Voy el marketo donde la comida es no dinero.

Grid One: 7 ticks = 3 marks
Grid Two: 2 marks

Some elements of the original language are rendered - (‘cold’ and ‘always’ are left in English; no
attempts are made to render ‘Normally’ or to be famous’; estar bueno replaces me llevo bien; Voy is the
wrong tense; al marketo is used to render al mercado.) The response is generally inaccurate with
omissions and English words used; knowledge of vocabulary and grammar is limited.

Student 4
\

Vivo en Manchester.
\

Me gusto beber

\/

con mi hermarna.

Estar no tener famouso.
Yo ir al mercardo con comer estar

Grid One: 4 ticks = 2 marks
Grid Two: 1 mark

There are a number of omissions and few elements of the original language are rendered, some spelling
errors notwithstanding: Vivo; beber; con mi hermarna; al mercardo. There is a very limited knowledge of
vocabulary and structures and the response is highly inaccurate.

15
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Student 5
\
Vivo a cosa.
Mi gusto frio milko.
bien con mi hermana.
Es no bueno soy famoso.
Ir el market que la comida es

Grid One: 2 ticks = 1 mark
Grid Two: 1 mark

There are several omissions and very few elements of the original language are rendered, the only ones
being vivo and con mi hermana. The response is highly inaccurate and demonstrates a very limited
knowledge of vocabulary and structures.

16
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Section B

Question 05

For this question, there are three compulsory bullet points which are assessed for AO2 (10 marks) and

AO3 (5 marks), as specified in the criteria below. The maximum mark for Question 5 is 15.

The student is expected to produce approximately 90 words for this task. The number of words is
approximate and demonstration of the mark descriptors is more important than the word count. You must
mark all work produced by the student, even if it is well beyond the suggested number of words.

All bullet points must be covered, but there is no need for equal coverage of the bullet points.

Level

Mark

AO2

9-10

All three bullet points are covered.

Communication is clear.

Ideas are regularly developed with a lot of relevant information being
conveyed.

7-8

All three bullet points are covered.

Communication is mostly clear but perhaps with occasional lapses in clarity.

Ideas are often developed with quite a lot of relevant information being
conveyed.

5-6

At least two bullet points are covered.
Communication is generally clear but there are likely to be lapses in clarity.
A few ideas may be developed and some relevant information is conveyed.

3-4

At least one bullet point is covered.
Communication is sometimes clear and there are regular lapses in clarity.
Little relevant information is conveyed.

1-2

At least one bullet point is covered.
Communication is often not clear and there are very many lapses in clarity.
Very little relevant information is conveyed.

The content does not meet the standard required for a mark at this tier.

Notes

e There may be some imbalance in the coverage of the three compulsory bullet points but, provided at
least some coverage of all bullet points is evident, students will have access to full marks where the
other criteria are met.

¢ When awarding a mark, all aspects of the descriptors must be considered and not only the number

of bullet points covered.

17
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Guidance for examiners

The information that the student gives must be clear. If what is written is unclear, this will have a
bearing on the mark for AO2. For example, the student may convey information in relation to all
three bullet points, but lapses in clarity may mean that a lower mark than the 9 or 10 is more
appropriate. The more lapses in clarity that there are, the lower the mark is likely to be. All of the
information that a student attempts to give in relation to a particular bullet point may be unintelligible,
in which case that bullet point will not have been covered, meaning that the maximum mark will be
6.

You must accept any information which is a plausible response to the bullet point, even if it does not
explicitly mention, for instance, a time or place. For example, if the bullet asks what the student did
last weekend, and he/she writes ‘| went to see my aunt and then went to the cinema’, this can
feasibly be an account of what happened last weekend, even though ‘last weekend'’ is not
mentioned. Equally, if the student is asked to say what he/she does on a typical visit to a shopping
centre and they write ‘I buy some clothes and go to see a film’, this is also an acceptable fulfilment
of the task, even though ‘shopping centre’ is not mentioned.

The levels refer to the amount of information that is conveyed, as follows:

9-10: alot

7-8: quite a lot
5-6: some
3-4: little

1-2: very little

All of these have to be considered with reference to the suggested number of words, which is
approximately 90. In other words, a student who writes approximately 90 words, clearly
understandable and relevant to all three bullet points, will be able to achieve 10 marks, provided the
other criteria are met. Conversely, a student may write much more than 90 words, but the language
is so inaccurate that little or very little information is conveyed successfully and the mark will be
much lower. If a student writes considerably fewer than 90 words, ‘a lot of information” will not be
conveyed.

When deciding a particular mark, it is advisable to identify the level of marks first, and then consider
how close the response is to the level above or to the level below. This will enable you to award an
appropriate mark within the level. For example, if the response is closer to the descriptors in the
level above, you would award the higher of the two marks in the level.

18
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Level | Mark | AO3
e A good variety of vocabulary is used.
e There are regular attempts at complexity of language and structure.
5 5 e There are references to all three time frames which are mainly successful.
e Any errors are mainly minor but some major errors may occur, particularly in
complex structures and sentences.
e A variety of vocabulary is used.
e There are some attempts at complexity of language and structure.
4 4 e There are references to at least two different time frames which are mainly
successful.
e Errors are mainly minor but some major errors may occur.
e Some variety of vocabulary is used.
e There may be occasional attempts at complexity of language and structure.
3 3 e There are references to at least two different time frames, although these may
not always be successful.
o There may be some major errors, and minor errors occur regularly but overall
the response is more accurate than inaccurate.
e A limited variety of vocabulary is used.
¢ The language is mainly simple but there may be some attempts at longer
2 > sentences with appropriate linking words.
e There may be no successful references to different time frames.
e There may be frequent major and minor errors and overall the response is
generally inaccurate.
e The range of vocabulary is narrow and/or repetitive.
e The language is simple and sentences are short or may not be properly
1 4 constructed.
e There are no successful references to different time frames.
e There may be frequent major and minor errors and overall the response is
highly inaccurate.
0 0 The language does not meet the standard required for Level 1 at this tier.
Notes

e A mark of zero for AO2 automatically results in a mark of zero for AO3. Apart from that, the AO2
mark does not limit the mark for AO3.

¢ A major error is one which adversely affects communication.
¢ A minor error is one which does not affect communication.
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Guidance for examiners

A mark of zero for AO2 automatically results in a mark of zero for AO3. Apart from that, the AO2 mark
does not limit the mark for AO3. For example:

If a student has only addressed two bullet points clearly but has produced a response that includes
a good variety of vocabulary, regular attempts at complexity of language and structure, successful
references to all three time frames with errors that are mainly minor and some major errors in
complex structures and sentences, then a mark of 6+5 is possible.

If a student has clearly addressed all three bullet points but has produced a response with some
variety of appropriate vocabulary, occasional attempts at complexity of language and structure,
references to at least two different time frames, with some major errors and minor errors occurring
regularly, then a mark of 10+3 is possible.

Once you have decided on the mark for AO2, you should read through the response once more and
decide on the mark for AO3. A mark of zero for AO2 automatically results in a mark of zero for AO3 but,
apart from that, the mark for AO2 does not limit the mark for AO3. However, a short piece is unlikely to
demonstrate sufficient variety for a high mark for AO3.

The whole of the response must be assessed when awarding the mark for AO3, even if some of it is
irrelevant to the bullet points.

The following points should be taken into account when deciding on the mark to be awarded:

Each level has four strands: variety of vocabulary; complexity of structures and sentences; reference
to time frames; accuracy of the language. Sometimes it will be necessary to adopt a ‘best fit’
approach, because the four strands will not be consistently demonstrated.

In order to score 5 marks, there must be reference to all three time frames (past, present and
future). For 4 marks, there must be reference to at least two time frames. Reference to a particular
time frame may be demonstrated with one example. The verb used to refer to a particular time
frame need not be totally correct, provided the message is clear. These marks are not awarded
automatically and the other criteria in the level are equally important. Notice that references are to
time frames, not tenses. So, for example, the present tense usage in the following sentence is a
reference to a future time frame: ‘I'm going to the concert next week’.

When considering the complexity of the language, you should bear in mind that a) this is the overlap
question and is attempted by both Foundation and Higher students; b) that the criteria for AO3 in
this question are not as demanding as the language criteria for Higher Question 3. However, for a
mark of 3, 4 or 5, complex structures and sentences are attempted. They may not always be
successful and this may lead to serious errors because of the complexity of the structure or
sentence which the student attempts. Complexity may be shown in some of the following ways:
different tenses; time markers; connectives; subordinate clauses; infinitive constructions. This
should not be seen as a ‘ick list’, but rather as an indication of the definition of complexity at GCSE
level.

There is no requirement for students to present their piece of writing in a particular way because of
the context, eg a blog or email does not need to look like a blog or email. It is the content which is to
be marked.
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Glossary

The following glossary provides some guidance on terms used within the descriptors.

Lapse in clarity

Use of language that causes a delay in communication. For example:
Mi escola es grande.

Me gusta el fatbol. Es aburrido.

Por la noche tomo mi desayuno a las doce.

Major error

An error which adversely affects communication.
Some examples are:

Incorrect verb forms.

Incorrect use of pronouns.

Examples of major errors:

Te gusta el deporte for Me gusta el deporte.
Ayer como un bocadillo.

Minor error

An error which does not affect communication.

Some examples are:

Incorrect but close to correct spellings.

Incorrect genders and errors of agreement.

Incorrect or missing accents unless these alter the meaning.
Examples of minor errors:

Mi colegio es pequena.

Mis proffesores son interesante.

Development

A development is an additional detail, reasoning, justification and/or
elaboration of ideas, accounts and/or description. It can either be a clause
(‘Mi casa es grande y es estupenda’)

or a phrase (‘Vivo en Manchester, en el noroeste de Inglaterra’).

Variety of language

Some examples:

Different ways of expressing opinions — me gusta/me encanta/prefiero, es
estupendo/genial/excelente.

Use of intensifiers.

Different persons of the verb.

Complexity of
language and
structure

Some examples are:

use of infinitive constructions introduced by prepositions (para, sin),
adjectives (es dificil, es posible), and after verbs (prefiero ir, me gusta
estudiar, hay que trabajar, vale la pena visitar) and the modal verbs
deber, poder, querer, saber, tener que.

use of object pronouns (me, te, lo, Ia, los, las, le, les)

use of indefinite pronouns/adjectives such as algo, cada, etc.

use of connectives such as aunque, debido a, ademas

use of adverbs and adverbial phrases such as aparte de, sin embargo,
después, anoche, por ejemplo, finalmente, siempre.

use of negatives (eg no ... nada/nadie/nunca/ninguno).

use of comparative adjectives and expressions such as mas...que,
menos...que, tan... como and mejor(es)/peor(es)

use of demonstrative adjectives (este, esta, estos, estas).

use of a range of tenses (eg Preterite, Imperfect, Periphrastic Future (ir +
Infinitive)).

use of subordinate clauses introduced by eg porque, por eso, si.

use of relative clauses introduced by que.

use of coordinating conjunctions: asi, entonces, o, luego, pero (when using
longer sentences).
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Question 05.1

Below is some guidance on the specific bullet points included in the question:

Bullet Comments

¢ what you think about school Accept one view about school.

e what you did in a recent Spanish lesson | Accept one statement referring to a recent Spanish
lesson.

Accept any past time reference.

¢ what you are going to do next Accept one statement referring to plans for next
September September.

Accept any future time reference.

The following indicative content is an example of a response that students may give to this question. It
demonstrates an imbalanced coverage of the compulsory bullet points, but all three are covered. It would
be awarded full marks.

En el colegio, me gustan mas las ciencias porque siempre saco buenas notas. Odio el inglés porque
la profesora no es simpatica y tengo que leer mucho. Soy muy activa y tenemos buenas instalaciones
para practicar deportes. Ayer mi equipo de futbol gané un partido importante. Tengo muchos buenos
amigos en mi clase y normalmente lo pasamos bien, y ademas no tenemos demasiados deberes. En
mi clase de espafiol repasamos para el examen y dimos un regalo a nuestra profe. En septiembre
tengo la intencion de estudiar en otro colegio.

(90 words)
[15 marks]

The following indicative content is an example of a response that students may give to this question. It
demonstrates a balanced coverage of the compulsory bullet points.

Mi colegio es bastante bueno pero profesores ser no muy simpatico. Me gusta mi classe de dibujo por
que es interesante. El gimnasio es nuevo y podemos jugar el futbal. En la espafiol clase fui una
prueba, era dificil y no aprobé. También miramos un video de Sanfermines en Pamplona. Los toros
son peligroso. Quiero visitar Pamplona en el futuro ver la fiesta. No sé del septiembre proximo. Creo
que voy a estudiar aqui pero depende en mi examenes. Espero tengo buenas notas pero es dificil,
especial las matematicas.

(89 words)
[12 marks]

AO2

All three bullet points are covered. Communication is mostly clear with occasional lapses in clarity:
profesores ser no muy simpatico; fui una prueba. |deas are often developed in response to all three
tasks. This places the work at Level 4 (7 — 8 marks). Since a lot of information, rather than quite a lot, is
conveyed the work is closer to the level above than the level below, so a mark of 8 is awarded.
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AO3

A variety of appropriate vocabulary is used (prueba, aprobar, Sanfermines, toros, peligroso). There is
successful use of the modal verbs poder and querer, use of subordinate clauses and coordinating
conjunctions. A range of tenses is used to refer to all three time frames and these are mainly successful.
Errors are mainly minor: slips in spelling, a lack of adjectival agreement, using a first person verb rather
than an infinitive after esperar, but there are a couple of major errors (notably the misused infinitive ser
and the use of fui to render tuve/hice). This places the work at Level 4 and it is awarded 4 marks.

This response is awarded 12 marks out of a possible 15 marks.

Question 05.2

Below is some guidance on the specific bullet points included in the question:

Bullet Comments

¢ what you think about the cinema Accept one view about the cinema.

e what you did the last time you used Accept one activity using technology.
technology Accept any past time reference.

e what you are going to do to celebrate the | Accept one activity to celebrate the end of exams.
end of your exams. Accept any future time reference.

The following indicative content is an example of the response that students may give to this question. It
demonstrates an imbalanced coverage of the compulsory bullet points, but all three are covered. It would
be awarded full marks.

Me gusta ir al cine si hay una buena pelicula, pero las entradas cuestan bastante. El sabado pasado
hice mis deberes en mi ordenador y jugué a Stormshot con mi amiga en linea. Vamos a tener nuestro
ultimo examen el veinte de junio y sera un dia muy alegre. Tendré que hacer quince examenes y
causan mucho estrés porque son muy dificiles. Después de terminar el dltimo, voy a comer en mi
restaurante favorito con mis padres y luego voy a celebrar con todos mis amigos en una fiesta.

(89 words)
[15 marks]
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The following indicative content is an example of the response that students may give to this question. It
demonstrates a balanced coverage of the compulsory bullet points.

El cine es estupendo porque me gusta peliculas. Ir al cine ver Barbie por que es muy divertido. Me
encanta el Ryan Gosling que es Kenny. Detesto Oppenheimer por que es aburrido.

En mi moévil hablar con amigos y messajes. En mi padres tableta juegeé videjugos. Fui a ciencias clase
donde usamos technologia. Gustamos ciencias porque son genial y el profe ensefia bien.

Detesto examenes y tengo hacer muchos. El ultimo uno es manana finalmente y voy celebrar con mis
amigos. Voy a jugar todos los dias y no estudiar.

(90 words)

[9 marks]

AO2

While all three bullet points are covered, there are lapses in clarity with language such as ir al cine;
hablar con amigos y messajes; mi padres tableta; Gustamos ciencias; tengo hacer muchos. A few ideas
are developed and relevant information is conveyed. Given this profile, the 7-8 band was a
consideration, so the higher mark in the 5-6 band is awarded.

AO3

There is some variety in vocabulary with the use of adjectives, adverbs and different ways of expressing
an opinion. There is some attempt at complexity of language and structure, though this is not always
successful. There are both successful and unsuccessful references to time frames. There are some
major errors (notably in sections of the response which are unclear) and minor errors occur regularly, for
example: me gusta peliculas; messajes; juegé; videjugos; ciencias clase; el ultimo uno; voy celebrar.
Overall, we can just about say that the response is more accurate than inaccurate and thus the work
best matches the criteria at Level 3 and is awarded 3 marks.

This response is awarded 9 marks out of a possible 15 marks.
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