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Mark schemes are prepared by the Lead Assessment Writer and considered, together with the relevant
questions, by a panel of subject teachers. This mark scheme includes any amendments made at the
standardisation events which all associates participate in and is the scheme which was used by them in
this examination. The standardisation process ensures that the mark scheme covers the students’
responses to questions and that every associate understands and applies it in the same correct way.
As preparation for standardisation each associate analyses a number of students’ scripts. Alternative
answers not already covered by the mark scheme are discussed and legislated for. If, after the
standardisation process, associates encounter unusual answers which have not been raised they are
required to refer these to the Lead Examiner.

It must be stressed that a mark scheme is a working document, in many cases further developed and
expanded on the basis of students’ reactions to a particular paper. Assumptions about future mark
schemes on the basis of one year's document should be avoided; whilst the guiding principles of
assessment remain constant, details will change, depending on the content of a particular examination
paper.

Further copies of this mark scheme are available from aqa.org.uk
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Section A

Listening comprehension

Notes

e ../.. means that these are acceptable alternative answers in the mark scheme.

e (.....) means that this information is not needed for full marks to be awarded.

¢ Words which are underlined in the mark scheme mean that this element must be conveyed in an
answer to score the mark.

Qu Accept Mark

01 | C (On foot) 1

Qu Accept Mark

02 | C (Science) 1

Qu Accept Mark

03 | A (Break) 1

Qu Accept Mark

04 | C (In the library) 1

Qu Accept Mark
In any order:

05 |B (has lots of followers on social networks), C (presents a TV dance show), E 3
(is interested in fashion)

Qu Key idea Accept Reject Mark
angry Cross/annoyed/furiousl/irritated

06 2
tattoo

Qu Key idea Accept Reject Mark

07 optimistic hopeful 5
abroad on holiday
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Qu Accept Mark
08 | N (now) 1
Qu Accept Mark
09 | P (past) 1
Qu Accept Mark
10 | F (future) 1
Qu Accept Mark
11 | P (past) 1
Qu Accept Mark
12.1 | A (The computer will not turn on) 1
Qu Accept Mark
12.2 | C (He cannot get the keyboard to work) 1
Qu Accept Mark
13.1 | B (He did not save his work) 1
Qu Accept Mark
13.2 | A (There is an error message on the screen) 1
Qu Accept Mark
14.1 | N (negative) 1
Qu Accept Mark
14.2 | P (positive) 1
Qu Accept Mark
15.1 | P+N/ PN/ N+P / NP (positive and negative) 1
Qu Accept Mark
15.2 | P (positive) 1
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Qu Accept Mark
16.1 | A (only a few people each day can go) 1
Qu Accept Mark
16.2 | C (they need to protect the island’s birds) 1
Qu Key idea Accept Reject Mark
attended/went to her
cousin’s wedding wedding (on its own)

17 | went to a wedding went to went to a friend’s 1
Carmen’s/Rodrigo’s wedding (wrong person)
wedding

Qu Key idea Accept Reject Mark
she helped Carmen / her

18 | dress the bride cousin to dress/get 1
dressed

Qu Key idea Accept Reject Mark

They are on a . . .
19 | flight/plane (to South 23:";?'&‘; South ﬁv‘\’lﬂt)h America (on its 1
America)

Qu Key idea Accept Reject Mark
(try to) find an

20 | look for an apartment apartment buy a flat 1

search for a flat
go flat-hunting

Qu Accept Mark
21.1 | B (Go shopping) 1
Qu Accept Mark
21.2 | A (Drive to the coast) 1
Qu Accept Mark
21.3 | E (Swim in the sea) 1
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Section B

Dictation

The dictation is assessed for Communication of meaning (AO1) (4 marks) and Transcription and
grammatical accuracy (AO3) (4 marks) as specified in the criteria below.

The maximum mark for Section B at Foundation tier is 8. When awarding the marks for AO1 and AO3, the
student’s response across all the spoken extracts should be considered as a whole.

Level | Mark | AO1

4 4 The meaning of the spoken extracts is always or almost always communicated
clearly

3 3 The meaning of the spoken extracts is mostly communicated

2 2 The meaning of the spoken extracts is sometimes communicated

1 1 The meaning of the spoken extracts is rarely communicated

The meaning of the spoken extracts communicated does not meet the standard for
Level 1 at this tier

Level | Mark | AO3

4 4 Words are frequently transcribed correctly with a good level of grammatical accuracy

3 3 Words are generally transcribed correctly with a reasonable level of grammatical
accuracy

2 > Words are occasionally transcribed correctly with a limited level of grammatical
accuracy

1 1 Words are very rarely transcribed correctly with a very limited level of grammatical
accuracy

0 0 Transcription and grammatical accuracy do not meet the standard for Level 1 at this
tier

Notes

¢ When awarding a mark for AO1, you should consider the spoken extracts as a whole and decide to
what extent their meaning is conveyed to a native speaker, regardless of how they have been
transcribed. The key question to ask is: would a native speaker understand the meaning of the
student’s response, taking into account the context of the spoken extracts? Eg Mi hermano jugar al
baloncesto — the meaning would be communicated despite the use of an infinitive instead of the
conjugated verb.
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¢ Once you have decided on the mark for AO1, you should read through the whole transcription once
more and decide on the mark for AO3.

o A mark of zero for AO1 automatically results in a mark of zero for AO3, but apart from that, the
AO1 mark does not limit the mark for AO3.

o If a student leaves gaps in their transcription, you must assume that any attempt would have been
highly inaccurate and award a mark for AO3 accordingly. Not to do so would penalise unfairly those
students who make an attempt at transcription but whose transcriptions are highly inaccurate.

e Occasional minor errors in transcription do not preclude a top level mark for AO3; perfection is not
required. Examples of minor errors could include wrong accents or spelling errors which change neither
the meaning of the word nor the transcription of the correct sound-symbol correspondence eg vezes
for veces; acer for hacer. Numerous minor errors would have an impact on the mark for AO3.

Below are the dictation sentences for this exam:

Sentence1 M1 Discuto / a veces / con mi hermano.
Sentence2 F1 Tengo / que hacer / una pregunta.
Sentence3 M2 Quiero / esa chaqueta / azul.
Sentence4 F2 Odio / el pollo / sin salsa.

To exemplify the marking criteria and to assist examiners in accurate application of the criteria, a range
of exemplar student responses has been provided below with a commentary.

Student 1
1. Discuto a beces con mi hermano.
2. Tengo que hacer una pregunta.
3. Quiero essa chaqueta amarilia.
4. Odio el pollo sin salsa.

AO1 4/4

AO3 4/4

Total marks awarded for Student 1 = 8/8

Commentary

The incorrect spellings of veces, amarilla and esa do not interfere with the meaning of the spoken
extracts and so a mark of 4 is awarded for AO1.

A mark of 4 is also awarded for AO3. Overall, words have frequently been transcribed correctly and the
level of grammatical accuracy is good at this level.
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Student 2
1. Discooto a bethes con mi airmano.
2. Tengo que acer una pregunta.
3. Quero eso chaquita amarila..
4. Odio el pollio sin salsa
AO1 3/4
AO3 2/4

Total marks awarded for student 2 = 5/8

Commentary

The three spelling errors in sentence 1 are ones which differ considerably from correct Spanish. As a
result, this spoken extract is not communicated. There are errors in the other three sentences, but they
do not prevent the spoken extracts from being communicated. Therefore, the mark for AO1 is 3.

A mark of 2 is awarded for AO3 as some words are transcribed correctly and there is a grammatical
error in the use of eso for esa.

Student 3

Dis cooto a ... con me hermano.
Tengo ke ather una pergunta.
Quiro ese chageta amareeya.
Audio el polo seen salsa

POON~

AO1 2/4
AO3 1/4
Total marks awarded for student 3 = 3/8

Commentary

In sentences 3 and 4, only two words are spelt correctly. However, the meaning of the spoken extracts is
just maintained. In sentences 1 there is a gap because the word veces is not attempted, meaning that
the spoken extract is not communicated. The same is true for sentence 2, where the anglicised spellings
of que and hacer do not communicate. Therefore, a mark of 2 is awarded for AO1 as the meaning of the
spoken extracts is only sometimes communicated.

A mark of 1 is awarded for AO3. Words are very rarely transcribed correctly and the level of grammatical
accuracy is very limited. Only one verb is formed accurately.
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Student 4

1. ... abby ... con me hermanno.
2. Tengoque ... una...

3. Key aero esa chaketa amarrila.
4. Odeo el polyo sin salsa.

AO1 1/4
AO3 1/4
Total marks for student 4 = 2/8

Commentary

Overall, only the meaning of sentence 4 is communicated. The incorrect transcriptions and gaps in the
other extracts prevent their meanings being communicated. As the meanings are rarely communicated,
the mark awarded for AO1 is 1.

A mark of 1 is also awarded for AO3. Words are very rarely transcribed correctly and the level of
grammatical accuracy is very limited.




