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Mark schemes are prepared by the Lead Assessment Writer and considered, together with the relevant
questions, by a panel of subject teachers. This mark scheme includes any amendments made at the
standardisation events which all associates participate in and is the scheme which was used by them in
this examination. The standardisation process ensures that the mark scheme covers the students’
responses to questions and that every associate understands and applies it in the same correct way.
As preparation for standardisation each associate analyses a number of students’ scripts. Alternative
answers not already covered by the mark scheme are discussed and legislated for. If, after the
standardisation process, associates encounter unusual answers which have not been raised they are
required to refer these to the Lead Examiner.

It must be stressed that a mark scheme is a working document, in many cases further developed and
expanded on the basis of students’ reactions to a particular paper. Assumptions about future mark
schemes on the basis of one year's document should be avoided; whilst the guiding principles of
assessment remain constant, details will change, depending on the content of a particular examination
paper.

Further copies of this mark scheme are available from aqa.org.uk

Copyright information

AQA retains the copyright on all its publications. However, registered schools/colleges for AQA are permitted to copy material from this booklet for their own
internal use, with the following important exception: AQA cannot give permission to schools/colleges to photocopy any material that is acknowledged to a third
party even for internal use within the centre.

Copyright © 2024 AQA and its licensors. All rights reserved.

This document was informed, directly or indirectly, by use of the tool: Finlayson, N., Marsden, E., & Anthony, L. (2022). MultilingProfiler (Version 3) [Computer
software]. University of York. Accessed 2032/2024 at https://www.multilingprofiler.net/



https://www.multilingprofiler.net/

MARK SCHEME - GCSE FRENCH - 8652/LH - SAMPLE ASSESSMENT MATERIAL SET 2

Level of response marking instructions

Level of response mark schemes are broken down into levels, each of which has a descriptor. The
descriptor for the level shows the average performance for the level. There are marks in each level.

Before you apply the mark scheme to a student’s answer, read through the answer and annotate it (as
instructed) to show the qualities that are being looked for. You can then apply the mark scheme.

Step 1 Determine a level

Start at the lowest level of the mark scheme and use it as a ladder to see whether the answer meets the
descriptor for that level. The descriptor for the level indicates the different qualities that might be seen in
the student’s answer for that level. If it meets the lowest level then go to the next one and decide if it
meets this level, and so on, until you have a match between the level descriptor and the answer. With
practice and familiarity you will find that for better answers you will be able to quickly skip through the
lower levels of the mark scheme.

When assigning a level you should look at the overall quality of the answer and not look to pick holes in
small and specific parts of the answer where the student has not performed quite as well as the rest. If
the answer covers different aspects of different levels of the mark scheme you should use a best fit
approach for defining the level and then use the variability of the response to help decide the mark within
the level, ie if the response is predominantly level 3 with a small amount of level 4 material it would be
placed in level 3 but be awarded a mark near the top of the level because of the level 4 content.

Step 2 Determine a mark

Once you have assigned a level you need to decide on the mark. The descriptors on how to allocate
marks can help with this. The exemplar materials used during standardisation will also help. There will
be an answer in the standardising materials which will correspond with each level of the mark scheme.
This answer will have been awarded a mark by the Lead Examiner. You can compare the student’s
answer with the example to determine if it is the same standard, better or worse than the example. You
can then use this to allocate a mark for the answer based on the Lead Examiner's mark on the example.

You may well need to read back through the answer as you apply the mark scheme to clarify points and
assure yourself that the level and the mark are appropriate.

Indicative content in the mark scheme is provided as a guide for examiners. It is not intended to be
exhaustive and you must credit other valid points. Students do not have to cover all of the points
mentioned in the Indicative content to reach the highest level of the mark scheme.
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Section A

Listening comprehension

Notes

e ../.. means that these are acceptable alternative answers in the mark scheme.

e (.....) means that this information is not needed for full marks to be awarded.

o Words which are underlined in the mark scheme mean that this element must be conveyed in an
answer to score the mark.

e tc =tout court

Qu Accept Mark
1 B (job) 1
Qu Accept Mark
2 B (religious) 1
Qu Accept Mark
3 | A(cooking) 1
Qu Accept Mark
4 C (live abroad) 1
Qu Accept Mark
5 D (Money)/A (Boss) (letters in any order) 2
Qu Accept Mark
6 B (Colleagues)/E (Uniform) (letters in any order) 2
Qu Accept Mark
7 A (met at a young age) 1
Qu Accept Mark
8 A (had another child) + B (worked for Pierre’s company)/B+A 1
Qu Accept Mark
9 B (work for the same company) 1
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Qu Accept Mark
10 | A (lives nearby) + B (does a lot of activities)/B + A 1
Qu Accept Mark
11 | N (now) 1
Qu Accept Mark
12 | P (in the past) 1
Qu Accept Mark
13 | F (in the future) 1
Qu Accept Mark
14 | F (in the future) 1
Qu Key idea Accept Reject Mark
. It is useful for
gt1takes) good photos photos/(because of) | photos
the camera
15 2
screen tc/size tc
(ideal) screen size = 1 the screen is + incorrect detail
(big/small)
Qu Key idea Accept Reject Mark
(There are lots of) This phonelit gets/a
thefts = 1 lot/many get stolen Her phone was stolen
16 | (There |s? I|_ttIeInot Cannotlis unable to 2
enough/limited save/store/keep all | cannot save (any) videos tc
space/memory o P y
. _ their videos
(available) =1
Qu Key idea Accept Reject Mark
novels = 1 books romances
17 2
painting = 1 picture board
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Qu Key idea Accept Reject Mark
farm =1
18 2
centuries =1 hundreds of years | years
Qu Key idea Accept Reject Mark
(it's better to) go/be 9 p.m/at 9/wrong time
19.1 | therel/visit before 9 . . 1
(o’clock/a.m.) go there early/in the morning
Qu Key idea Accept Reject Mark
19.2 (you see/there are) ts;?J?iILet;Ir::)T:: szs no tourists 1
= | fewer/less tourists =1 . ousy
with/many tourists
Qu Accept Mark
20 | D (It was a surprise)/F (Something funny happened) (letters in any order) 2
Qu Accept Mark
21 | B (I received a special present)/E (It was online) (letters in any order) 2
Qu Accept Mark

9 Lifestyle choice =1 (Becoming more active) )
When =P (Past)

Qu Accept Mark

3 Lifestyle choice = 2 (Being a vegetarian) )
When = F (Future)

Qu Accept Mark
24.1 | B (Itis more than 30 years old) 1
Qu Accept Mark

24.2 | B (French films) 1
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Qu Accept Mark
25.1 | B (The characters) 1
Qu Accept Mark
25.2 | B (The dialogue) 1
Qu Accept Mark
26 | C (They sent photos of her to a fashion brand) 1
Qu Accept Mark
27 | C (Wear recycled clothing) 1
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Section B

Dictation

The dictation is assessed for Communication of meaning (AO1) (5 marks) and Transcription and
grammatical accuracy (AO3) (5 marks) as specified in the criteria below.

The maximum mark for Section B at Higher tier is 10. When awarding the marks for AO1 and AO3, the
student’s response across all the spoken extracts should be considered as a whole.

Level | Mark | AO1

5 5 The meaning of the spoken extracts is communicated very clearly throughout

4 4 The meaning of the spoken extracts is almost always communicated clearly

3 3 The meaning of the spoken extracts is mostly communicated

2 2 The meaning of the spoken extracts is sometimes communicated

1 1 The meaning of the spoken extracts is rarely communicated

0 0 The meaning of the spoken extracts communicated does not meet the standard for

Level 1 at this tier

Level | Mark | AO3

5 5 Words are always or nearly always transcribed correctly with a very high level of
grammatical accuracy

4 4 Words are frequently transcribed correctly with a good level of grammatical accuracy

3 3 Words are generally transcribed correctly with a reasonable level of grammatical
accuracy

Words are occasionally transcribed correctly with a limited level of grammatical

accuracy
1 1 Words are very rarely transcribed correctly with a very limited level of grammatical
accuracy
0 0 Transcription and grammatical accuracy do not meet the standard for Level 1 at this
tier
Notes

¢ When awarding a mark for AO1, you should consider the spoken extracts as a whole and decide to
what extent their meaning is conveyed to a native speaker, regardless of how they have been
transcribed. The key question to ask is: would a native speaker understand the meaning of the
student’s response, taking into account the context of the spoken extracts? Eg Hier, jai jouer au
football — the meaning would be communicated despite the use of an infinitive instead of a past
participle.
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¢ Once you have decided on the mark for AO1, you should read through the whole transcription once
more and decide on the mark for AO3.

e A mark of zero for AO1 automatically results in a mark of zero for AO3, but apart from that, the
AO1 mark does not limit the mark for AO3.

o If a student leaves gaps in their transcription, you must assume that any attempt would have been
highly inaccurate and award a mark for AO3 accordingly. Not to do so would penalise unfairly those
students who make an attempt at transcription but whose transcriptions are highly inaccurate.

e Occasional minor errors in transcription do not preclude a top level mark for AO3; perfection is not
required. Examples of minor errors could include wrong accents or spelling errors which change neither
the meaning of the word nor the transcription of the correct sound-symbol correspondence eg reve for
réve; enuyeux for ennuyeux. Numerous minor errors would have an impact on the mark for AO3.

Below are the dictation sentences for this exam:

Sentence 1 Je respecte / la planéte.

Sentence 2 J'adore / la glace / a la fraise.

Sentence 3 On avu/un concert / de musique.

Sentence 4 Ma prof / d’éducation religieuse / est intelligente.
Sentence 5 Je voudrais / une nouvelle tablette.

To exemplify the marking criteria and to assist examiners in accurate application of the criteria, a range
of exemplar student responses has been provided below with a commentary.

Student 1

1. Je respecte la planete.

2. Jadore la glace a la fraise.

3. On avu un concert du musique.

4. Ma profe d’éducation religieuse est intelligente.
5. Je voudrais une nouvelle tablette.

AO1 5/5

AO3 5/5

Total marks awarded for Student 1 = 10/10
Commentary

The errors in sentences 1, 2 and 4 do not impede communication. It can be said that the meaning of the
spoken extracts is communicated very clearly throughout and, as such, a mark of 5 is awarded for AO1.

Despite minor inaccuracies across the short extracts (missing accents on planete and a, incorrect spelling
of prof, use of du instead of de before musique), there is a very high level of grammatical accuracy. Words
have been nearly always transcribed accurately throughout the spoken extracts. As such, a mark of 5 is
also awarded for AO3.
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Student 2

Je respecte la planete.

J’adore la glass a la frais.

On n’as vu un concert de musique.

Ma prof d’education religieus est intelligente.
Je voudrait une nouvel tablete.

agrON -~

AO1 4/5
AO3 3/5
Total marks awarded for Student 2 = 7/10

Commentary

The meaning of the spoken extracts is almost always communicated clearly here except for sentence 2
where the inaccuracies on glass and frais would create some ambiguity. As such, a mark of 4 is awarded
for AO1.

A mark of 3 is awarded for AO3. Words are generally transcribed accurately with some transcribed nearly
accurately (eg planete, education, tablete). The level of grammatical accuracy is reasonable. There is
some evidence of accurate verb formations and adjectival agreement in sentences 1 (respecte) and 2 (est,
intelligente) for instance. The errors in verbs in sentences 3 and 5 preclude an award at Level 4 however.

Student 3

Je respete la planette..

Jador la glass alla ....

On a vue un concert de music.

Ma profe deducacion religious est intelligent.
Je vousdre une nous vale tabelet ...

agrON=

AO1 3/5
AO3 2/5
Total marks awarded for Student 3 = 5/10

Commentary

Despite the inaccuracies in sentences 1, 3 and 4, the meaning of these short extracts would nonetheless
be communicated. On the other hand, the meaning of sentences 2 and 5 are not communicated. As most
meanings would be communicated overall, a mark of 3 is awarded for AO1.

A mark of 2 is awarded for AO3. Although 12 out of the 30 words tested are transcribed correctly (Je, /a,
ma, est, on, a, un, concert, de, la, je, une) which is perhaps more than ‘occasionally’, the level of
grammatical accuracy is limited (inaccurate verb formations and adjectival agreements for instance).
Overall, therefore the transcription matches best the Level 2 descriptors.

10
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Student 4

Je respect la planet.

Jador la glass ...

On ... un concert di music

Ma proffe des du ...religion et inteligent.
Je ... une ... tablet.

agrON~

AO1 1/5
AO3 1/5Total marks awarded for Student 4 = 2/10

Commentary

Despite inaccuracies in sentence 1, the meaning here would be communicated. However, as none of the
meaning of the other spoken extracts would communicate due to major inaccuracies or gaps, a mark of 1
is awarded for AO1.

A mark of 1is also awarded for AO3. Words are very rarely transcribed correctly (je, la, ma, on, un, concert,

une) and the level of grammatical knowledge is very limited (incorrect verb formations throughout for
instance).
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