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The following questions are all 

focused on.  These are 

collectively known as the 

“shorter answer questions:.



Shorter Answers:

There are three types of question that are considered shorter answers.  They are:

▪ Knowledge and understanding questions;

▪ Significance questions;

▪ Stimulus questions.

There will be 22 marks worth of marks for shorter questions. knowledge and understanding 

questions in each section of the exam.  The 22 marks will be broken down into a series of 

short-answers, typically worth 1 mark or 2 marks, but on occasions 3 or even 4 marks.

There will be a source that accompanies any of these types of questions.  For the culture 

section, it could be a prescribed source you have studied (for example, the Lion Hunt 

Dagger), or it could be one that you have not seen before.  For the literature section it will be 

an extract from Homer’s The Odyssey (for example, an extract from Polyphemus’ cave).  All 

the extracts from Homer’s The Odyssey will be from Books 9, 10, 19, 21, 22.  

Please note that in the literature section there will be two versions of the same passage: 

one from a translation by E. V. Rieu, and another by translation by A. S. Kline.  Below is an 

example of how it is presented in the 2023 paper:

We have been studying A. S. Kline’s translation of The Odyssey, so use that passage from 

each source.  It may well be worth drawing a line through the passage you are not using, as 

in the example above.

Over the next few pages are some examples of the shorter type of questions questions to be 

found in each section, and how to answer them.



Source A: A burial site

By what name is this burial site known?

(1)

Study Source A:

1

What type of graves did it contain?

(1)

2

Explain the location of the Mycenaean graves in relation to the city walls. Make two points.3

(4)



Source B: The Lion gate and city walls

Study Source B:

Suggest three reasons why it would have been hard for an invader to approach the gate.

(3)

4

Explain how two other features of Mycenae, not shown in the picture, made it easier for the 
inhabitants to defend the city. Make two points

5

(4)



Source D: A Mycenaean jar

What is the name of this type of Mycenaean jar?

(1)

Study Source D:

7

Suggest what it might have original contained.

(1)

8

Identify two features of the decoration of this vessel that are typical of Mycenaean pottery.

(2)

9(a)

Suggest one reason why it was decorated this way.

(1)

9(b)

Identify one design feature of this vessel and suggest its purpose

(2)

10



Identify one design feature of this vessel and suggest its purpose

(2)

11

Source E: 

Explain why Odysseus chose to escape in the manner that he did. Make two points

(2)

14

What happened to the ram after Odysseus and his crew had left Polyphemus’ island?15

(2)



What impression do you get of Polyphemus from this passage? Make two points16

(4)

Source F: 



Odysseus’ crew believed there was gold and silver in the bag. State two other things that 
they said while Odysseus was asleep.

(2)

17(a)

Give evidence to suggest one way in which one of these other things was untrue

(1)

17(b)

What impression do you get of Polyphemus from this passage? Make two points18

(6)



Source G: 

Study Source G:

‘The stranger.’ (Kline line 2) / ‘Our guest.’ (Rieu line 3). Give one detail that this person had told 
Penelope about his background. 

(1)

19

Source H: 



Study Source H:

Eurycleia is called ‘wise’ (Kline line 1) / ‘sensible’ (Rieu line 1). What Homeric literary technique 
is this an example of?

(1)

21 (a)

Why do you think Eurycleia is called ‘wise’ (Kline) / ‘sensible’ (Rieu) on this occasion?

(1)

21 (b)

Eurycleia calls Odysseus ‘my child’. Why do you think she does this? Make two points.

(2)

22


