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Source K:
An extract from the Homeric Hymn to Demeter

“Dark-haired Hades, who rules those who have died, father Zeus ordered me to lead noble
Persephone out of Erebus so that her mother can see her with her eyes and stop her terrible rage
and anger against the gods. Demeter is devising some great scheme to make the feeble tribe of
earth-born men perish by hiding seeds below the ground, and thus bring an end to worship of the
immortals. Her anger is terrible, and she does not even spend time with the gods, but sits far away in
her fragrant shrine at Eleusis with its rocky city.

So Hermes spoke. Hades, lord of the dead, smiled grimly, and did not disobey the command of Zeus
the King. Swiftly he ordered skillful Persephone:

‘Go, Persephone, to your dark-veiled mother. Keep the spirit in your breast kindly; don’t be too angry
for all you could be. | will not be a shameful husband to you amongst the immortals, being the brother
of Zeus the Father. Here you will rule all that lives and moves, receiving the greatest honours amongst
the immortals. Those who do wrong and do not appease your power with sacrifices, reverently
performing rites, and giving rich gifts, will have punishment for all their days.

So he spoke, and skillful Persephone rejoiced, swiftly leaping up in delight. But he secretly gave her
one seed of a honey-sweet pomegranate to eat, peering around him, for fear that she would stay for
all her days elsewhere alongside dark-veiled and revered Demeter.

Source L:
A Roman sarcophagus (coffin) depicting the abduction of Persephone
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Section C
Greece and Rome

Answer Questions 16-18.
Study Sources K and L

16 Explain why Hermes/Mercury and Hades/Pluto were important to the Greeks and Romans. Use
Source K and Source L.
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17 Explain why this myth was important to the Greeks and the Romans. Use Source K and Source L.

18 Explain how the actions of Demeter suggest that the gods needed humans just as much as
humans needed the gods. Use Source K.

©OCR 2024 Turn over



12

Answer Question 19 or Question 20.

You must use any suitable classical sources you have studied to support your answer and make
comparisons between Greece and Rome.

EITHER

19 ‘The best way to show off the wealth and social status of a family during a Greek and Roman
funeral was during the funeral procession.’ How far do you agree? [15]

OR

20 ‘Greek and Roman festivals were more important for the cities than for the people that lived in
them.’ How far do you agree? [15]

..........................................................................................................................................................
..........................................................................................................................................................
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END OF QUESTION PAPER
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